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From the Desk of the Principal…                                                                                                      
What You Can Do at Home to Help Your Child Succeed at School?  Research shows that children 
are more likely to succeed in school when parents or caregivers take an active part in their education. A good 
education is important for finding a good job and having a good future. It makes sense to help your child do 
well at school. Most parents want to get more involved in their child’s education, but may not be sure how to 
begin. Remember, you don’t have to know how to do the homework to help your child succeed in school. 

A positive attitude about school is perhaps the most important gift you can give your child. Be 
careful not to pass on negative attitudes about school that may be a part of your own past experience. Giving 
children the idea that school is too difficult, that teachers are unfair, or that school isn’t important will 
discourage them from doing well. Instead, talk about your friends from school, your favorite teachers or your 
best subject.  Talk to your child about the future and plans for high school, technical school or college. Tell your 
child that you wish them success in school.   

Share your ideas about the importance of education with your child.  Talk about ties between what 
your child is learning today and how that knowledge might be used in the future. Begin to talk about possible 
education goals for your child. If you begin to think about goals, your child will too. A short-term goal may be 
finishing a writing assignment by Sunday night.  A long-term goal could be attending a trade school, the local 
community college or a university after high school. 

Communicate with the school and find out what to expect.  Each of our grade levels have a 
minimum daily homework.  You should be well informed about the school’s policies and academic standards 
for your child.  The Parent Handbook has information pertinent to the school’s educational program.  
Communicate with your child’s teacher to find out what the expectations are for your child. 

Talk to your child about what they are learning at school.  From a kindergartner to a high school 
senior, it’s important to ask students about their school subjects. Ask open-ended questions about their class 
work —questions that can’t be answered with a “yes” or ‘no.” Share any knowledge you have, and if you are 
curious, read the textbook! 

Help your child get organized to work on educational assignments at home.  
Establish a good work environment at home. Create a study area or corner. You can start this as early as first 
grade, and it becomes more important as school work is assigned. Have a table and chair in a quiet place 
away from the TV, perhaps in the corner of a bedroom. Add a lamp, if needed. Add a box for books and 
supplies. Make a special trip to the store to buy supplies such as paper, pencils, and colored pens. As your 
child gets older, add a clock. Help keep this area tidy and ready for use. 

You don’t have to have all the answers, just being a good listener will help.  Please refer to Honey Creek’s 
Parent Handbook Section 8, Page 3 through 6 for details about our Homework Policy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE VIEW OUR CALENDAR USING THE SIDE TAB - “CALENDAR” ON OUR WEBSITE



 The Milwaukee Public Schools does 
not discriminate in its programs, 
activities, facilities, employment, or 
educational opportunities on the basis 
of a person’s sex, race, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital or parental status, 
sexual orientation, or disability. 
 

INTERNET 
RESOURCES 

 
Honey Creek’s web page at 
www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/honey_creek  
Gopher Tales -  Newsletter tab 
Math+Science Connection – Parent tab 
 
MPS Student Resource Toolbox – 
mpsportal.milwaukee.k12.wi.us  
click on Student tab 
 
Bookflix – bkflix.grolier.com 
Username – hcreekcp 
Password - bookflix 
 
TumbleBookLibrary – 
www.tumblebooklibrary.com 
Username – honeycreek 
Password – books 
 
Accelerated Reading Quiz Information -  
www.renlearn.com/store/quiz_home.asp 

 

SUPPORT OUR 
SCHOOL 

 
                        “BoxTops for Education” - save                   
                         and send them to school in your               
                                child’s red folder                
http://boxtops4education.com. 
 

Campbell’s Labels for Education – Collect UPCs 
and caps from Campbell’s products  
and send them to school for  
redemption 
http://labelsforeducation.com 
 
                                 Kemps- Send clean dry milk                
                                     caps in a bag to school   
                                         for redemption 
                    http://kemps.com (Nickel for Schools) 
 

- at Target use your Red ChargeCard and be sure 
you have designated Honey Creek to  
receive the 1% donation.   
Visit Target.com/tcoe  
for more information  
 

 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR   

Professional Development Day 
February 17, 2012 

 (No pupil attendance) 
Mid-semester Break 
February 20, 2012 

 (No pupil attendance) 
 

Parent Conferences  
Thursday March 8, 2012  

 

READING  
IS 

FUNDAMENTAL 
Our giveaway of 
books provided by the 

RIF (Reading is Fundamental) 
Federal Program so far has 
been a great success. Each 
child in the school has received 
a brand new book.  Our next 
book giveaway will be the first 
week of March.  If anyone is 
interested in helping with this 
book giveaway please contact 
Mrs. Ciepluch at 604-7987. 

 
JUST A 

REMINDER 
Situations occur 
when students 
owe money for their lunch, and 
lost library books.  Both of 
these situations require prompt 
payment.  If they are not paid 
back in a timely manner, report 
cards will not be sent home.  
Parents please check with your 
children to see if any money is 
owed. 

 

SCORE 4 REWARD 
Students will be deciding on the 
recognition event for meeting 
the Score 4 criteria.  
To earn this, students must 
earn four points. A point is 
earned by doing the following: 
1 point = No more than two 
excused absences or no more 
than three times tardy. 
1 point = Good Behavior 
No 72 cards, Discipline Referrals 
or In House Suspensions  
1 point = Homework- Nightly 
homework completed and  
handed in (Kdg students when 
assigned) 
1 point = Teacher 
recommendation 
-------- 
4 Points Total 
The point program will begin 
Feb. 1st for CP2-5 & Feb. 15th 
for K5 & CP1 students and 
continue 

 through March 12, 2012.  
Parents and students will be 
notified by March 16th if their 
child has earned the 4 points to 
be eligible to attend the 
recognition activities. 
Parents can help their child 
earn points by sending them to 
school, checking to see if they 
have their homework done, and 
reminding them to behave on 
the bus and in school.  

 
  

WELLNESS 
FAIR 

Mark Your Calendars! 
            The Parent 

Activity Committee is organizing 
a Wellness Fair to be held on 
March 8th, 2012 from 6 pm – 8 
pm.  We are seeking 
organizations within the 
Milwaukee community that 
promote positive, healthy living 
to be a part of this event.  If you 
have a contact you think we 
should include, please let April 
Everson know.  We hope you 
will plan to attend this exciting 
event to learn more about 
overall wellbeing and child 
development.   
 Whom to contact? 

      April Everson, Wellness Team 
      Phone: 414-329-9599 
      Email: anteverson@yahoo.com 

 
 

Each month you have been 
receiving a printed version of 
the Math+Science Connection 
Newsletter.  You can also 
access this valuable 
educational tool on the Honey 
Creek’s webpage, click on the 
Parent tab to go to the link of 
the newsletter.  This newsletter 
helps parents get involved, 
activities and tips designed to 
make math and science clear, 
inviting and fun.  “Do-able” for 
most any family. 
 

http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/�
mailto:anteverson@yahoo.com�


 
 
SCOUT SPIRIT DAY 

On February 22, 2012, both Girl 
Scouts and Girl Guides 
throughout the world take a 
moment to not only think about 
all of their fellow Girl Scout 
sisters, but to also remember 
that the Girl Scout movement is 
an international movement.  
February 22nd is known as 
“Thinking Day”.   In honor of 
this special day in the Girl 
Scout movement, Honey Creek 
School is having a Scouting 
Spirit Day on Wednesday, 
February 22, 2012. We are 
asking that all Girl Scouts show 
their Girl Scout pride and wear 
their uniforms to school that 
day.   We would also like to 
invite all Boy Scouts to join in 
on our Thinking Day celebration 
and wear their uniforms to 
school on this day as well. 
 

INTERNET 
SAFETY 

Students at Honey 
Creek are using their “Net 
Smarts”!  There are 4 internet 
safety websites linked to our 
school library catalog page.  
Students can log-in to the 
Honey Creek Library catalog 
(Destiny) from home or at 
school and find the links on the 
home page.  Our goal is to 
extend safety awareness of our 
children to prevent victimization 
and increase self-confidence 
whenever they go online.   
These goals include how to: 
*  enhance the ability of children 
to recognize dangers on the 
Internet 
*  enhance the ability of children 
to understand that people they 
first “meet” on the Internet 
should never be considered 
their friend 
*  encourage children to report 
victimization to a trusted adult 

*  support and enhance 
community education efforts 
*  increase communication 
between adults and children 
about online safety 
They have been learning about 
how to stay safe while browsing 
the web. 
Three basic rules for online 
safety are: 
1.  I will tell an adult I trust if 
anything makes me feel scared, 
uncomfortable, or confused. 
2.  I will ask my parent or 
guardian before sharing my 
personal information. 
3.  I won’t meet in person with 
anyone I have first “met” online. 
Parents or caregivers that want 
to learn more about the Internet 
and the possible dangers to 
children online should visit 
www.NetSmartz.org.  To 
ensure a safe and positive 
experience for children, 
NetSmartzKids.org does not 
link to outside sources.  You 
can trust that this site is safe for 
your children. 

 
 

DONATE TO OUR 
FOUNDATION 

 Dear Parents, 
Honey Creek School is still a 
foundation school. Under this 
status we can seek funds for 
supplementing, maintaining and 
promoting educational 
programs that are proven to be 
successful for our children.  
Please know that employers 
offer various opportunities for 
donations towards a foundation.  
Some employers offer to 
donate designated dollars 
based on volunteer hours and 
others offer to match a donation 
on your behalf (for example if 
you were willing to donate 
$50.00, your company would 
donate $50.00).  We will 
welcome donations of any size.  
Thank you to all who have 
donated in the past. 

 
 YOUR  

FUNDRAISING 
DOLLARS  
AT WORK 

These are some of the things 
your fundraiser efforts support 
annually.  We appreciate our 
continued support: 
Holiday Program 
Ice Cream Social 
Spring Dance 
Score 4 
I Spotted You Being Good 
School to Career Thank You 
Party 
Volunteer Recognition Program 
Accelerated Reader 
Writing Workshop for  Students 
at Art Museum 
RIF/Library 
Parent Education 
Technology  
K5 / CP5 Completion Program 
Community Events 
Projects/activities in classrooms 

 
 
 

PARENT ASSISTANT A 
VALUABLE INTERNET 

TOOL 
As you may already 
know, Parent 
Assistant is a new 

way for parents to be involved.  
A quick click for parents to 
access information on: 
*Attendance 
*Non school days 
*Transportation 
*Emergency contact information 
for the student 
(Please note grades and comments are not 
currently available) 
If you are not already signed up 
for Parent Assistant please 
request a form from the office.  
You will be issued a user name 
and password. 

 
 

 



 
GOOD ATTENDANCE 

PREPARES 
STUDENTS FOR 

THE FUTURE 
We all work very hard 

each day to prepare our 
children for success. All of the 
subject matter we cover and the 
things you teach at home are 
necessary to form a strong 
base of knowledge for a job and 
for life. One of the most sought 
after traits in today’s job market 
is a good work ethic and the 
ability to be at work and on time 
each day. Here’s where we 
really need your help.  Honey 
Creek has managed to keep its 
attendance to an average of 
96%. We still have children who 
are not attending school on a 
regular basis. We have seen 
more children who are dropped 
off at school 10 to 20 minutes 
late every day. Although we 
know occasionally being late is 
unavoidable, regular tardiness 
sends a silent message that the 
first half of school is not 
important. Teachers are ready 
to teach at 7:45 am.   Please 
make every effort to have your 
children at school and ready to 
learn at 7:45. 
We appreciate all those that are 
taking the responsibility of 
making sure your children are 
in school everyday and have 
the needed supplies so they 
can actively participate in the 
learning process.  The staff is 
thankful for every 
parent/guardian or grandparent 
who is taking the time to make 
sure that children have 
completed homework 
assignments every evening. We 
know this helps children do 
better in school and have a 
better chance of having a 
successful future.   
 
 
 

Our attendance figures for the 
past years are indicated by 
percentages listed below: 

    
2009/10  2010/11  2011/12 

September    97          98           97 
October         94          96           96 
November     93          96           95 
December     94           93          94 
Our average percentage for the 
2011-12 school year so far is 
96%.  We have met our school 
goal of 95%.   Let’s all continue 
to keep up the good work 
through June. 
 
 

 
 
  

There is a new special feature 
called Renaissance Home 
Connect.  It allows the teacher, 
the parent and child to share 
information about their progress 
in Accelerated Reader. 
To access Home Connect: 
- Go to the Honey Creek’s website  
www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/honey
_creek 
- Click on the Resources tab on left 
side 
- Follow the directions on the 
Accelerated Reading Link 
- Log on the Honey Creek Destiny 
Library Catalog 
- Click on Home Connect, the 
User name and password are your 
child’s Student ID and initials (the 
same as what they use when 
taking AR tests at school).   
Check out this valuable 
resource to help you monitor 
your child’s AR progress.  If you 
would like to receive emails 
showing your child’s quiz or test 
results, click on Email setup link 
in Home Connect and follow the 
directions.  
We have read and taken tests 
for over 4600 books so far this 
year...we need to continue to 
encourage our children to read 
for pleasure.... we would like to 
meet or exceed our goal of 
8000 books for the year!!!  
Students that read and pass 
tests for 5 books between 

January 3rd and February 
10th are invited to attend a 
Root beer Float Party in our 
gym on February 14th at 1:00 
p.m.  Students will enjoy a root 
beer float, music, and a raffle 
for prizes. Last year almost 170 
students attended!  Continue to 
encourage your children to read 
for pleasure....It’s a win...win 
situation for everyone!!!  We 
need a few parent volunteers to 
help with the Root Beer Float 
Party on February 14th, 12:30-
2:15. Please call Pat Larsen at 
604-7924 if you can assist us.  

 
SHOWCASE 

Room 125, Mrs. Harris’ room, 
will be decorating the showcase 
in the front foyer of the school.  
Check out this special display!!  
 

COME TO WINTER  
NATUREFEST 

If you were around 100 years 
ago what would you have done 
to pass the time?   Join us for 
some down-to-earth fun from 

the past, both indoors and out.  
Winter NatureFest is happening 

at Havenwoods State Forest 
located in Milwaukee at 6141 N. 
Hopkins on Saturday, February 
18, 10:00 am–4:00 pm.  This 

event is for people of all ages.  
Events are held throughout the 

day!  Admission and most 
events are free; however, a few 
activities have nominal charge.  
No vehicle admission sticker 

required.  For more information 
call Havenwoods –  

414-527-0232! 
 

We are in need 
of volunteers 
that can come 
to school to 
help prepare the 
labels and 
boxtops for 

redemption, please contact 
Teo Mendoza at 604-7921 if 
you can help. 



PARENTS:  HELP KIDS 
BE MORE 

RESPONSIBLE 
Tired of pestering your kids to 
do homework or chores?  
“Resolve in your own mind that 
you’re just not going to engage 
in the battle,” says Jamie Woolf, 
author of the book and blog 
Mom-in-Chief.  One tactic:  Set 
consequences ahead of time 
and follow through.   
Four more strategies:   
Make kids take charge.  Woolf 
wakes her kids each morning, 
but getting ready for school is 
up to them.  If they’re late, they 
don’t get a note from Mom 
excusing them.    
Teach Respect.  Before you 
make a phone call, tell your 
kids how long you’ll be on the 
phone and come up  with a 
hand signal to let them know 
when their volume or pestering 
is interrupting you.  “This is 
teaching respect and courtesy,” 
Woolf says. 
Set Boundaries.  Explain the 
purpose of trips to the store: 
“Say, ‘this is not a time when 
I’m going to buy anything we 
don’t need, so don’t talk to me 
about buying things.’” 
Get a System.  Don’t 
constantly remind your kids to 
practice an instrument or get 
ready for ballet class.  “Make 
practice charts that they can 
decorate with markers and 
stickers to record their 
progress,”  Woolf says. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
OF THE 
MONTH 

Congratulations to Ms. Sharon 
Cordoba for being chosen as 
Volunteer of the Month! We 
want to take this opportunity to 
thank her for volunteering at 
lunch/recess time.  Sharon is 
the parent of Isabella (112), 
Jonathan (118), and Brandon 
(119).  Thank you to all who 

volunteered so far this school 
year. We would also like to 
encourage others to volunteer 
in the future. If you have any 
questions about the 
opportunities at the school, or 
you want to sign up to volunteer 
some time, please call Ms. 
Mendoza, our Parent 
Coordinator at 604-7900. 
 

2012/2013 
ENROLLMENT 
CONTINUES 

“Our Lights are On” evening 
was successful. This year is off 
and running at Honey Creek 
with many families coming to 
visit our school and making 
decisions on where their 
children will be attending school 
next fall.  After touring our 
building these families see what 
a great school Honey Creek is 
and are signing up their 
children.  If you know anyone 
who may be looking for an 
excellent school for their 
children, please urge them to 
come and see for themselves 
what Honey Creek has to offer. 
Milwaukee Public Schools 
continues to enroll students 
during the month of February 
2012.  Open Enrollment period 
is from February 1, 2012 
through February 24, 2012. 
Open enrollment is for any 
suburban student who wants to 
attend an MPS school, and not 
receive transportation or any 
MPS student who wants to 
attend a suburban school and 
not receive transportation.  To 
apply for open enrollment you 
need to visit the district office of 
the school district you wish to 
enroll in and fill out an open 
enrollment application.  If you 
know of any families who live in 
the suburbs and want to attend 
Honey Creek School, please 
urge them to visit our Central 
Office located at 5225 W. Vliet 
St. and complete an open 
enrollment application. 

 
It is hard to believe that almost 
half the school year is gone. 
Many great things have taken 
place and more are being 
planned.  Parents, you are 
invited to join the Honey Creek 
family by coming to school and 
volunteering as lunchroom, 
playground, library and 
classroom helpers.  On the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month we 
have Accelerated Reader 
shopping days and we can use 
extra hands to help the children 
“cash” in the points they have 
earned reading. These are only 
some of the many ways you 
can get involved with your 
child’s school. This type of 
involvement can help your child 
achieve, as studies have shown 
that parent involvement has a 
positive impact on learning.  
If you have any questions about 
the PAC meetings, 
opportunities at the school, or 
you want to sign up to volunteer 
some time, please call the 
office at 604-7900 or Ms. 
Mendoza, Parent Coordinator 
at 604-7921.  

 
 

 
WELCOME 
STUDENT 

TEACHERS 
We welcome student teachers 
from UW-Milwaukee: 
Samantha Lukasavitz (120) and  
Alverno:    
Rebecca Szmania (119). 
We will also host fieldworker 
students from University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater on 
Tuesdays beginning  
February 7th.    
We wish them all a wonderful 
experience as they begin their 
teaching careers. 



 MAGAZINE  
FUNDRAISER 

PROJECT 
On Tuesday, February 14, 2012 
your child will bring home a 
magazine fundraising packet in 
his/her red folder. Please read 
this over carefully and help our 
school in this worthwhile fund 
raiser.  There is NO 
OBLIGATION to buy anything!  
With the permission of family, 
friends, relatives, neighbors, 
coworkers, etc simply fill in their 
names and addresses and they 
will then receive an advertising 
flyer for magazine 
subscriptions.  Our school will 
receive $6.00 for every booklet 
completed with just 7 names.  
These names are not sold to 
any other companies.  We will 
be using the funds we raise to 
purchase computer software for 
our lab and classrooms. Last 
year we earned over $900.00 ... 
let’s beat that total this year!!   
If you choose not to participate 
in this fundraiser, please  
consider donating $6 to help  
this cause. 
  If your child returns the 

booklet or a donation, 
they will receive a Giant 
Pixy Stix and a very cute 
rainbow 
zipper 
pocket 

The two 
Honey Creek classes with the 
most addresses per  
student will receive a flashing 
bling ring for each 
member of the 
class. 
If your child’s note 
results in two 
magazine orders, he/she will 
receive a Happy 
Hamster 
Workout Wheel. 
 
** As an added benefit we will 
be able to raise additional 
money... Parents may go on the 
Internet to enter email 

addresses of friends and 
relatives, and you will receive 
an additional Giant Pixy Stix. 
These names (adults over 18 
only) will be used to send an 
email (and a reminder email) 
about buying or renewing 
magazine subscriptions through 
the Internet.   Our school will 
receive 40% of the cost of each 
magazine ordered through the 
internet and your child will 
receive Happy Hamster 
Workout Wheel for every 2 
magazine orders.  The 
deadline for returning the 
names and addresses is  
Thursday, February 23rd, so 
please respond quickly! 
 

As you already know, Honey 
Creek families can access 
“Tumble Book Library” from 
home.  This is a collection of 
TumbleBooks (animated talking 
picture books with fiction and 
nonfiction titles.  Tumble 
books is now iPad 
compatible…after you login  
go to the Story Books section 
and just below the “Story 
Books” heading there  is a link 
called “Click hear for iPad 
compatible titles”.  Click on this 
link and the iPad books will be 
sorted for you.  Now click on 
the ”iPad” button to launch the 
book of your choice.  In coming 
months they will be creating 
iPad contents for the entire 
TumbleBooks animated picture 
book collection.  To access the 
site use the URL: 
www.tumblebooklibrary.com 
and logon with the  
Username: honeycreek 
Password:  books 
Please utilize this great 
resource to enhance your 
child’s interest in reading. 
 
 

ROOM 112 
WROTE 

REVIEWS OF 
HONEY CREEK’S 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
 
Lauren B wrote: 
The best part about the 
program yesterday was seeing 
Alexis lose her shoe when she 
went on. It was really funny.  I 
reggae danced with my friends. 
Christopher wore a wig that had 
dreadlocks in it.  I wore a scarf 
on my head and around my 
neck. There were lots of people 
at the program. There were 
about 50 parents and siblings. I 
was so scared when I got on 
stage to reggae dance.  
Lenore C. wrote:   The 
performance yesterday was 
great!  The one thing I loved the 
most was seeing my baby 
cousin Gavin and my grandma. 
The second thing I liked the 
most is the dances “Christmas 
a Come” and “Children Go 
Where I Send Thee”. Well 
everything was great! I loved 
singing and having fun!   What 
was your favorite thing at the 
holiday program?  
Samuel K. wrote:   
Yesterday we had a 
performance it was so amazing.  
I was in the play.  I was Paul 
and Conor was Silas. When I 
was walking in I was singing 
“Children Go Where I Send 
Thee” and “Christmas a Come”.  
The performance was pretty 
fun. There were dancers too.   
Katelyn M. 
My favorite one was the 
morning performance.  I liked 
that one most because I wasn’t 
as scared as I was at the 
second one.  I love to sing 
things especially Christmas 
carols.  Yesterday at home I 
sang Christmas carols when 
mom got home.  My mom was 
really happy when I sang to her.  

 

http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/�


PBIS  
NEWS! 
We are counting 
on our students to  
BE 
RESPECTFUL,  
BE RESPONSIBLE, and  
BE SAFE.   
We are also counting the tickets 
students earn for following the 
school expectations.  If 
students can earn (wink) 2,500 
tickets in the month of 
February, they can look forward 
to an exciting program put on 
by the Milwaukee County Zoo.  
Let’s keep up the good work 
everybody! 
 

REVIEW OF 
THE YOUNG 
AUTHOR’S 

CONFERENCE 
On November 30, 2011 Honey 
Creek School sent 
representatives to the 22nd 
Annual Young Author’s 
Conference at the Milwaukee 
Art Museum.  Twenty-five 
groups of student writers 
collaborated on the “Art of 
Writing” - a book that includes 
creative works completed at the 
conference along with 
photographs and sketches of 
young artists at work.  
Following are the reviews from 
our students. 
Chloe L. wrote: 
My experiences were very 
exciting. They meant a lot to me 
and I’ll think back to those 
experiences and know not to be 
afraid or nervous in my future 
about going to conferences. I 
realized how hard authors work 
and how hard they try to get 
published. An exciting 
experience I had was meeting 
people from all over Illinois and 
Wisconsin and making friends 
with those people. I think my 
best experience was that I 

found out how authors live. I’m 
happy that I’ll be making 
children all over inspired in art, 
reading and writing. Even 
though I had the time of my life 
I still had to work hard. The 
Young Authors Conference was 
an amazing experience for me 
and I hope I can share that 
experience with all my friends, 
family and classmates.  
Conley O. wrote: On Tuesday, 
November 29, 2012 I attended 
a writing conference at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum.  The 
first thing we did was watch a 
video.  Next we looked around 
the Art Museum trying to find a 
painting or sculpture to write 
about.  I found a painting called 
Blue B.  It inspired me to write 
about fishing with my dad.  The 
people at the museum were 
very helpful and made the 
conference fun. 
Daeja B. wrote: We had so 
much fun; we were able to see 
all the beautiful artwork.  We 
had an awesome lunch.  We 
then wrote our letters, I wrote 
two letters.  It was so much fun.  
I hope I can go again next year. 
Kate L. wrote:  My trip to the 
Young Author’s Conference 
was a lot of fun.  Each student 
that was there was assigned a 
group to be in.  First, we found 
our groups and then we walked 
into an auditorium.  We saw a 
video about connections.  Then 
my group and I found a piece of 
art we wanted to write about.  
Next, we wrote our rough draft.  
We took a snack break.  After 
that, we started our final copy.  
We ate lunch and went into the 
auditorium to watch another 
video.  We finished our final 
copy and then went home.  I 
had a great time at the Young 
Author’s Conference. 
Mackenzie S. wrote: At the 
Young Author’s Conference I 
had a lot of fun.  I learned a ton 

more about writing.  When I 
went I met a new friend.  I 
watched a video of kids in the 
past attending the conference, 
it looked like they were having 
fun.  I don’t about them but I 
sure had fun! 
Sarailys R, wrote: It was cold 
and windy.  I walked in and 
there was like 2000 people.  I 
grabbed my name tag and I 
walked to table 8.  My teacher 
was Mr. T.   Mr. T. was really 
nice and really funny.  We 
waited until everyone was 
there.  The first thing we did 
was watch a video about what a 
picture reminds us of.  I liked it.  
Then we looked around at the 
museum.  We saw a mummy 
case but there were no 
mummies in it.  We saw a 
statue of a man laughing.  Next 
we ate pizza.  I grabbed a 
pepperoni one, yum!  I drank 
orange juice, it was good.  Then 
we had to write a story, mine 
was about by dog Laila.  After 
that it was time to go.  This is 
my story about my experience 
at the Young Author’s 
Conference. 
Ellie G. wrote: My favorite 
experience at the Young 
Author's Conference was 
writing my story. I had to pick 
one painting or sculpture that 
reminded me of something. I 
picked a dog. The dog 
reminded me of my dog Bear. 
After we picked the sculptures 
we had to write the story. It had 
to be more than five sentences. 
My story was very long. That 
was my favorite experience.  
 
 

  
 



Honey Creek School’s 2011-2012 Fall Parent Survey Responses 
  

The Honey Creek (HC) Staff and I greatly appreciate parents’ input, which certainly helps direct our efforts to strengthen the 
educational program. We are privileged to serve the children and families of Honey Creek School.  The Fall Parent Satisfaction 
Surveys have come back with an overwhelming majority of positive comments.  More than 95% of the surveys returned indicated 
satisfaction with the educational programming and the staff.  Below are HC’s responses to concerns and positive comments are also 
included: 
 
Statement:  Communication 
Response: We communicate to parents via the classroom newsletters, school Gopher Tales, Red Communication folders, teachers’ 
notes, phone calls, and Alert Now auto messaging.  
 
Statement:  Building upkeep 
Response:  Honey Creek School was constructed in 1954.  We make every effort to keep the facility safe, clean, and functional and 
attend to repairs with a sense of urgency. Our engineering crew works diligently to make sure our students’ needs are taken care of. 
 
Statement:  Lunch  
Response:  Lunch and recess are scheduled as best as we can.  Our days are jam packed with education.  The youngest children do 
have 45 minutes to finish their lunch.  We want children to socialize during their lunch and they do.  We do ask that the children eat 
quietly for the last five minutes of their lunch for. We want to be sure that the children are adequately nourished for the afternoon.   
 
Statement: Evening events  
Response: We host our programs during the day so that all of our children have the opportunity to participate and experience the 
enrichment. 
 
Statement: School Climate – Safety, Positive Behaviors 
Responses: We are in our second year of sharing transportation.  When matters pertaining to students’ safety are brought to our 
attention, we attend to them with an extreme sense of urgency.  We do ask that students report matters of concern to the bus driver and 
to the school staff so that we are able to intervene on their behalf. This is our first year of implementing the Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) formally – Be Responsible, Be Respectful, and Be Safe.  We continue to emphasize positive 
behaviors and recognize students’ efforts frequently.  The staff works diligently with the students to explain what each of those 
behaviors mean and what it should look like.  
  
Statement: Transportation for after school programs 
Response: We are unable to offer transportation for after school programs because of budget constraints. 
 
Some positive comments: 
 

• Great job, love the weekly updates about what my child is learning. 
• The school really tries to help students individually. 
• The teachers are excellent and I like that staff know the children’s names. I would recommend Honey Creek to other 

families.  My daughter loves this school and learning. 
• I am so happy I chose this school to send my children to.  The Principal is amazing. 
• I am satisfied with the academic program at Honey Creek.  I would like to say thank you to the staff for the hard 

work and dedication. 
• Honey Creek is an excellent school for our son.  We see continuous advancements in his academics and manners. 
• Thank you Honey Creek for making my boys’ education and safety a top priority. 
• We are thankful for the library and the teachers’ willingness to teach music, art and PE when there is a shortage.  We 

appreciate the AR program because it challenges our son.  The school is safe and the staff cares about the students. 
• Love Honey Creek! So happy I chose this school.  It is a distance from where we live but we don’t mind the drive 

because the school, staff, and teachers are very well worth the drive. 
• My boys have gained so much from your school.  I look forward to enrolling my youngest son. 

 
Thank you for all your support.  We couldn’t do what we do at Honey Creek without you.  We will continue to survey our parents 
for their valuable input. 
 
Ms. Gitanjali Chawla 
Principal 
 
 
 



Please Support Our Advertisers 
We appreciate your support of our advertisers.  If you or your family own a business, 
consider placing an ad in our school newspaper.  Sponsorship for the entire year is 

only $35.00.  You could also ask businesses that you patronize to sponsor our 
newspaper. 

  For more information, call Ms. Larsen at Honey Creek at 604-7924. 

 


	Talk to your child about what they are learning at school.  From a kindergartner to a high school senior, it’s important to ask students about their school subjects. Ask open-ended questions about their class work —questions that can’t be answered wit...

