Syllabus – 7th Grade Theatre Improvisation

Course Meets:  for 12 weeks, 47 minutes per day

Teachers:  Mr. Ratkowski, and Guest Artists
Teacher Contact: Contact Mr. Ratkowski with any questions or problems.

(414) 212-3426 Classroom, (414) 257-1329 Home

Email:  ratkowtm@mail.milwaukee.k12.wi.us

Objectives – By the end of 12 weeks students will be able to:

· Participate as a member of a full-scale competitive improvisation team.

· Learn and demonstrate basic understanding in all areas of improvisation.

· Appropriately critique themselves and others.

· Work as a team, using acceptance, acknowledgement, and teamwork as a foundation for artistic and personal success.

MPS Learning Targets Addressed:

· Employ speaking skills.
· Evaluate a speaker as to whether or not the information presented is accurate and believable.
· Participate in large and small group discussions, respecting the ideas of others and keeping an open mind.
· Choose words purposefully and evaluate how words are used in a communication.
· Interpret and evaluate language to discover whether it is appropriate for a particular audience or setting.
· Be considerate and respectful of people who are different.
· Read with fluency, accuracy and expression.
· Apply a variety of reading strategies to understand what is being read.
· Using different types of documents, compare and contrast the information found in them to learn about a topic.
· Discuss why it is important to examine a number of views on social issues.
· Identify elements of art and design.
· Understand that art begins with an idea.
Course Overview:

· Improvisation instruction will include but not be limited to learning the foundations of improvisation, learning theatre games that improve listening, thinking and communication skills, developing problem solving skills as a member of an improvisational team, and acquiring experience and self-confidence in the process of performing as a member of an improvisational theatre team.

Materials Needed:

· A positive attitude

· Something to write on (a notebook) and to write with (a pencil or pen)

· Something organized in which to keep class assignments and handouts (a folder)

Homework:
· Memorization of the Foundations of Improvisation and other information

Grading Policy:
· In most cases a 1-4 scale is used, (1=D, 4=A).  

· Students will be assessed every six weeks for report cards, with progress reports sent home in between marking periods if the student is receiving less than a C at that time.  

· Students will assess themselves at regular intervals, and their assessments will be averaged in to the grade for that marking period.

Attendance/Tardiness Policy:

· Students must be present and on time to all classes.  Chronic lack of dependability will result in removal from the class and zero credit for the marking period.  No student may leave class unless they have written permission from a parent or another teacher/supervisor. 

Theater Class Rules:

1. Follow directions – as all real theatre people do.

2. Be prepared and trustworthy – dress appropriately, (dress clothes not recommended) and have materials and assignments ready.

3. Always applaud effort – everyone should feel safe emotionally all the time or they cannot create, and every effort deserves acknowledgement.

4. Take artistic risks – courage is about trying to do the work even when you’re scared.  Challenge yourself to be better each day.

5. NO VIOLENCE – There is zero tolerance for violent words (including swearing), threats, actions, or symbols (including gang dress or writing).  Students breaking this rule will go directly to an administrator, and/or be removed from class.

Rewards:
1. Participation. Doing improvisation is very exciting.

2. No one will make fun of you, although you may develop a sense of humor about yourself.  Laughter is a reward of the work when it’s not misdirected.

3. Applause!  Lots and lots and lots of it!

4. Public acknowledgements for excellent effort and accomplishment, including announcements, awards, report card success.

Consequences:

Consequences will vary based on supervisor policies and the extent of the offense, however mild difficulties are handled within the class through counseling. Major offenses involving violence or repeated disruption are sent to administrators and parents are generally called.  Actions which threaten overall safety or the general integrity of the class such as theft, practical jokes, destruction of property, disrespect to immediate supervisors are considered just cause for removal from the class.  The student will be given an independent study assignment until they can gain entrance to another class.

Final Reward:

· Students completing the whole process will have a thrilling experience including meetings and workshops with theatre professionals as well as participation in a full-scale Improvisation Theatre Competition. They will also become closer to the members of their team than they can possibly imagine.  In the theatre, you make friends for life.

