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Family Income Data:  Family income data helps to determine school allocations under the Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, also known as No Child Left Behind.  Students from families with incomes below U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) guidelines for free and reduced price meals are counted for each participating school under ESEA Title Programs. Both the numbers and the concentrations of students from such low-income families help to determine allocation amounts. If your school participates in the federal school meal program, you may already collect such data. If you do not do so, you may use other methods of determining family income data, as long as those methods count students that fall below the current USDA free and reduced meal program income criterion and as long as no student is included in low income counts more than once.
Currently the Wisconsin Parental School Choice program and the PAVE scholarship program use income criterion that is slightly higher than free and reduced lunch eligibility limits, so schools should take care to check income data gathered for those programs to include only those students who qualify as low income under current USDA free and reduced lunch guidelines (printed below). Milwaukee Public Schools officials may audit non-public school records to confirm the accuracy of information submitted by ESEA Title program participants. If none of this data is available, then schools may use family income surveys to determine poverty levels. Signed statements should be kept on file in non-public school offices to verify income data collected in this way. A template letter is provided here and at: 

http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html#anchor2 .
Collection of poverty data will greatly facilitate your ability to respond accurately and promptly when Title Program Participation Surveys are sent each year. While such data has a profound affect on both your access to and your level of Title program funding, it has nothing to do with the placement of individual students in Title Ia programs. Such placements are made based upon multiple criterion which emphasize below grade level performance in at least one core academic subject area (reading, math or English/language arts). An income survey template is found on the next page.

School Letterhead here

Dear (your school name here) Families,

Any City of Milwaukee student may qualify for participation in Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act / No Child Left Behind Title programs designed to support educational excellence. These programs support help for academically challenged students, staff development, purchase of materials, support for English language learners, Safe and Drug Free Schools programming and much more. Our school facilitates participation in Title programs for our Milwaukee resident students in partnership with Milwaukee Public Schools.  In order to qualify for full funding under these Titles, we need to collect family income data. Title programs in Milwaukee require us to use family income data to determine school allocations. Students from a family whose income falls below U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) guidelines for free and reduced price meals are counted for each participating school. Both the numbers and the concentrations of students from such low-income families help to determine allocation amounts. 

Collection of income data from our families will greatly facilitate our ability to respond accurately and promptly when Title Program Participation Surveys are sent in the spring. While such data has a profound affect on both our access to and our level of Title program funding, it has nothing to do with the placement of individual students in Title programs. While we need to keep income verification statements on file in our school office, such statements will be kept confidential and used only to enable us to accurately count students from families who fall below the income guidelines found below. 

Please complete, sign, date and return the statements provided below if your family falls below income guidelines printed here.

Our family has ​​​__________ children attending (school name here). There are ________ members of our household. Our family income falls below the USDA family income guidelines provided here for our family size.

Name (please print)

___________________________________________ 

Signature


___________________________________________ Date __________________
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