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January 25, 2008

To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting

Under the U. S. Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. See attached agenda for information about the next MPS non-public school consultation meeting under ESEA and IDEA:

ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children

IDEA consultation topics include:
· The child find process and how parentally placed private school children suspected of having a disability can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of the process; 

· The determination of the proportionate amount of federal funds available to serve parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including the determination of how the amount was calculated;

· The consultation process among the school district, private school officials, and representatives of parents of parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including how the process will operate throughout the school year to ensure parentally placed private school children with disabilities identified through child find can meaningfully participate in special education and related services;

· How, where, and by whom special education services will be provided for parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including a discussion of types of services, including direct services and alternate service delivery mechanisms, how such services will be apportioned if funds are insufficient to serve all children, and how and when these decisions will be made; and

· How, if the school district disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of services or the types of services, whether provided directly or through contract, the school district will provide private school officials a written explanation of the reasons why the school district chose not to provide services directly or through a contract.


Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Milwaukee Private School Consultation Meeting 

Agenda / Minutes

Thursday, February 7, 2008; 8:00 to 12:00

Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.

Number signed in for this meeting: 33 people representing about 26 private schools attended this consultation. Attendance was affected by previous day’s blizzard. 

1) Welcome (Ed Valent 475-8122)

2) Brief presentation from Private School Title Ia Service Providers – (Catapult: Edgar Russell or Lori Bares 672-1089; Learning Exchange: Ellen Sternig 1-262-641-0500; NESI: Jane Bogart 247-0910) – Each provider will cover these topics in 15 minute segments. More information about Title I private school programs will be available in the lobby.

a) Evaluation of services in 2006-2007 Three service providers reported Normal Curve Equivalent gains for private school Title I students. Average student gains were significantly greater than gains expected in one academic year for all three providers.

b) Service options for 2008-2009 – Mr. Valent noted that this February is the month for service provider selection for next year. He suggested contacting service providers for more information. Schools that want to retain their current Title I service provider do not need to take any action.

3) Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Consultation (Dare Boling 438-3413)

a) Current IDEA Service Plan

(1) Ms. Boling spoke about Child Find resources for identifying students with exceptional education needs. The Milwaukee Child Find number is 475-8593 or 438-3530.

(2) Under IDEA, public school services must be offered for students with special educational needs. When parents decline public school services, limited educational services are available for students in private schools. Milwaukee serves private school students through itinerant special education teachers who work with students in their private schools and through speech and language services provided in public schools.

b) Financial Obligations for 08-09 MPS currently provides a level of services under IDEA that exceeds the amount required by the law and anticipates doing so again in 2008-2009. See handout called IDEA Funding for Milwaukee Private Schools available at: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/minutes.htm 

c) Options for 08-09 Service Plan

i) Ms. Boling suggested adding another itinerant special education teacher for private school services under IDEA because speech and language services currently offered are being underutilized. 

ii) A survey was provided to allow private school representatives to indicate 

(1) a preference for a continuation of current service plan or 

(2) a change that would eliminate one of the current speech and language positions and add an itinerant teacher, or

(3) some other suggestion for IDEA service in Milwaukee private schools

Survey results will be tabulated and added to results gathered at 4/18/08 consultation meeting and be used to make service plan decisions for 08-09.

d) Affirmation of Private School IDEA Consultation – Ms. Boling asked that IDEA affirmations be submitted to her as soon as possible. 

e) Required IDEA consultation topics Ms. Boling closed her presentation by asking if there were any other questions or comments related to required consultation topics. None were asked.

4) ESEA Title Program Updates: Coming events, deadlines

a) Region V Title Ia Parent Conference in Milwaukee – February 27 to March 2- Ed Valent talked about registration and sending a staff member and/or parent.  Deadline for reduced price is February 8. – Mr. Valent encouraged schools to consider sending representatives to this local conference. He noted that Title I service providers would work with schools to use Title I funds to support conference participation and he also noted that Title IIa funds could be used for this conference.

b) Title Program Requests – Mr. Valent noted that most of the Title program requests received this year were received in the week before the deadline. He said that it will take eight to twelve weeks to process requests received at the end of January.

c) Title III and IV requirements for participation- link on Non-public web site states requirements for ELL also has Title IV info and list of schools that applied for the Title IV grant. 

i) Mr. Valent noted that Title III participation was dependent upon ACCESS test results. He urged schools with high concentrations of English Language Learners to contact the Title III office (475-8732) for support in joining the annual testing program. He noted that this year’s ACCESS test results are expected in late May. 

ii) Title IV applications for next year are due by Wednesday, February 27, 2008 at 4:00 PM. Visit this web site; http://wellnessandpreventionoffice.org/ or contact the Title IV office at 475-8057 for more information.
d) Mr. Valent noted that Title V had not been funded by the federal government for the 08-09 school year. This Title has been getting reduced funding over the past few years. Carryover of current year funds is not anticipated, but if there is carryover, Milwaukee private schools should get a share of those funds under equitable participation guidelines.
5) Final 07-08 ESEA Allocations for Milwaukee private schools under Titles Ia, IIa, III and V – 

a) Update from private school steering committee (Kanika Burks, Institute for the Transformation of Learning , 414-288-8351) Ms. Burks was absent due to the Ash Wednesday blizzard. 

b) Mr. Valent noted that final allocations under Titles IIa, III, and V had been mailed to participating Milwaukee private schools. He said that final adjustments under Title Ia were being considered by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction and that he would pass that information along when it became available. 

c) Mr. Valent said that the DPI review has been requested in a letter from the Milwaukee ESEA/IDEA Private school steering committee (also known as RISAC or the Religious and Independent School Advisory Committee). He noted that the steering committee had asked the DPI to consider allowing private school ESEA funds under Title I to remain as they were in September contracts to avoid disruption of services in Title I. He added that the role of the steering committee had been to take action as representatives of all private schools between quarterly consultation meetings. No one present questioned the decision of the steering committee to contact the DPI to express support for maintaining planned levels of Title I service.

6) Review of mandated ESEA consultation topics (See meeting notice above) No further discussion on consultation related topics.  
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