[image: image1.wmf]Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services

5225 W. Vliet Street; 53208; 

Room 253, Office 11

Mailing address: PO Box 2181 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53201-2181

Phone (414) 475-8122 

New

 Fax (414) 475-8548

valentec@mail.milwaukee.k12.wi.us

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Division of Teaching and Learning
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January 16, 2007

To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting

Under the U. S. Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. See attached agenda for information about the next MPS non-public school consultation meeting under ESEA and IDEA:

ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children

IDEA consultation topics and discussion:
· The child find process and how parentally placed private school children suspected of having a disability can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of the process; 

· The determination of the proportionate amount of federal funds available to serve parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including the determination of how the amount was calculated;

· The consultation process among the school district, private school officials, and representatives of parents of parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including how the process will operate throughout the school year to ensure parentally placed private school children with disabilities identified through child find can meaningfully participate in special education and related services;

· How, where, and by whom special education services will be provided for parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including a discussion of types of services, including direct services and alternate service delivery mechanisms, how such services will be apportioned if funds are insufficient to serve all children, and how and when these decisions will be made; and

· How, if the school district disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of services or the types of services, whether provided directly or through contract, the school district will provide private school officials a written explanation of the reasons why the school district chose not to provide services directly or through a contract.


. Title Program Consultation Meeting Agenda

Thursday, February 8, 2007; 8:00 to 12:00

Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.

1) Welcome 

2) 8:00 Support for Professional Development through ESEA Title funds (Shannon Gordon 475-8090)

a) Ms. Gordon announced the retirement of MPS Title Ia Coordinator, Joseph Brown. Victor Brazil has been appointed to take his place until a permanent replacement can be identified.

b) Ms. Gordon noted that ESEA reauthorization discussions are beginning in congress.  Changes may not come for years.

c) Handouts included an article from the 2/1/06 newsletter of the Center for Comprehensive School Reform, the table outlining PD possibilities and limitations under various ESEA Titles, the professional development definition provided in Title IX of ESEA, excerpts from the MPS ESEA Title Program Handbook for Non-public Schools

d) Ms. Gordon discussed the requirement for PD plans for participants in ESEA Title programs. 

e) Ms. Gordon’s Powerpoint presentation covered Characteristics of Successful Professional Development. Visit http://www2.learningpt.org for a step by step guide to implementing strong, sustainable PD that drives student achievement based on learning goals. 
3) 8:30 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Consultation (Patricia Yahle for Dare Boling 438-3413)

a) Ms. Yahle introduced MPS staff members who serve students with disabilities who are enrolled in private schools

b) Schools were asked to sign and return the IDEA “Affirmation of Consultation” that was distributed with the consultation meeting notice. A copy of the affirmation form will be posted with meeting minutes available at the MPS non-public school web site.

c) Ms. Yahle distributed handouts on the Non-public School Service Plan, A Private School Report detailing funding formulas and expenditures for IDEA in private schools, and Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction Information Update Bulletin 06.03 on Parentally Placed Private School with Disabilities

d) Discussion related to mandated consultation topics:

· The child find process and how parentally placed private school children suspected of having a disability can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of the process; 

· Child Find referrals start a process that depends upon parental consent to continue. MPS has 15 days to send parents information related to a child find referral. The process can only continue if parents provide written consent. The district has 60 calendar days to complete an IEP evaluation after parent consent is received. 

· A written IDEA/Child Find protocol for private schools was requested. The suggestion was made that the information be posted on the non-public school web site. 

· It was suggested that an IDEA handbook be posted to provide information about the range of services provided for Milwaukee non-public school students with disabilities. The handbook would include information provided at the consultation and information about district contact people and procedures. Ms. Yahle said that that she would have the district provide these resources before the next non-public school consultation meeting in April. 

· The determination of the proportionate amount of federal funds available to serve parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including the determination of how the amount was calculated;

· See Private School Report handout that will be posted with meeting minutes available at the MPS non-public school web site.

· The consultation process among the school district, private school officials, and representatives of parents of parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including how the process will operate throughout the school year to ensure parentally placed private school children with disabilities identified through child find can meaningfully participate in special education and related services;

· MPS addresses IDEA consultation at two annual meetings. All non-public schools get a mailed invitation to these consultations. Meeting dates are posted on the non-public school web site, in a non-public school calendar and advertised on a non-public school email listserv. Monthly school year consultations are also held with a private school steering committee consisting of representatives of Milwaukee private schools.

· How, where, and by whom special education services will be provided for parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including a discussion of types of services, including direct services and alternate service delivery mechanisms, how such services will be apportioned if funds are insufficient to serve all children, and how and when these decisions will be made; and

· Service plan provides speech therapy at a public school to up to 150 students in grades 1 to 12; resource teachers at private school sites for students with other disabilities serving 40 to 45 students in grades 1 to 6. Services are limited to two 45 minute sessions per week. See Non-public School Service Plan handout that will be posted with meeting minutes available at the MPS non-public school web site.

· Ms. Yahle noted that speech therapy services were not being fully utilized by private school students. The suggestion was made that MPS consider reducing speech therapy services and increasing itinerant teacher services. Ms. Yahle said that the district would consider the issue. It was also noted that itinerant teachers currently had several openings as well.

· In response to a question, Ms. Yahle suggested provision of professional development support for private school staff members working with students with disabilities. She said that if private school consultation consensus were to increase grade ranges served by itinerant teachers, the district would consider that. 

· How, if the school district disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of services or the types of services, whether provided directly or through contract, the school district will provide private school officials a written explanation of the reasons why the school district chose not to provide services directly or through a contract.
· Discussion on the provision or type of services did not lead to such disagreements. Participants were given the opportunity to offer suggestions orally and in writing. MPS will provide survey results and continue to discuss service for 07-08 at the spring IDEA consultation.
4) 9:30 Title IID –course offerings for non-public school staff members (Anne Knackert, 438-3677, Diane Rozanski 438-3649) Title IID courses save seats for non-public school teachers. Teachers enroll themselves and pay the $145 per graduate credit for coursework (school allocations and paperwork are not a part of this program… the role of the school is to make teachers aware of the opportunities). For more information about course offerings, contact Tracy Harris at 438-3648 or visit opd@milwaukee.k12.wi.us. Ms. Rozanski distributed a flyer that provided these 2007 dates:

a) March 1 – Course information for spring semester available at http://enroll.milwaukee.k12.wi.us 

b) March 19 - spring semester.registration for Title IID online graduate courses
c) April 3 or 4 – online professional development orientation

d) April 11 – spring session begins

e) June 13 or 14 - online professional development orientation

f) June 20 – summer session begins

5) 9:50 Title IV - Grant application process for 07-08 (Dave Braby 475-8057) Web Site: http://www.wellnessandpreventionoffice.org/  
a) Mr. Braby discussed the timeline for the Title IV grant process for 07-08. 
i) 2/8/07 Grant Application information for 07-08 posted on Title IV web site 

ii) 4/30/07 Grant informational meeting 

iii) 5/18/07 Grants applications due in MPS Title IV office 

iv) 6/1/07 Grant awards announced 
b) Schools were encouraged to meet now with local stakeholders to consider participating in grant process for Title IV participation. Current participants were offered as additional references about current programs.

c) Non-participants in Title IV were told that MPS will continue to offer some general interest opportunities for all schools (red ribbon week and selected workshop participation, for example). Generally Kathy Witkowiak will be the person posting such information to the non-public listserv for the MPS Safe and Drug Free Schools / Title IV office.

6) 10:15 Other Title updates: Deadlines, procedures, resources; Review of mandated ESEA consultation topics (Ed Valent 475-8122): Ed Valent asked if there were any comments, questions, suggestions on the mandated ESES consultation topics.
a) A question was raised about the Milwaukee non-public school deadline for filing all documentation related to Title program requests to be processed with current year funds. He reiterated a June 15, 2007 deadline for the receipt of all required documentation related to such Title program requests. One private school representative asked why the deadline could not be later than that to allow private school use of funds for events later in June. She pointed out that it was her understanding that ESEA allowed MPS to have time after the end of the Title program fiscal year to provide documentation related to Title program expenditures. Mr. Valent responded that while the district was allowed time to put documentation in place, ESEA funds had to be expended in the year for which they were allocated. He said that in 2006, MPS was not able to get funds expended during the fiscal year when it allowed private schools to submit information up to the last day of the fiscal year. MPS will not expend funds allocated for private schools based upon the hope that documentation will be arriving. Documentation must be in place before expenditures are made, so for private school expenditures the district needs time to review documentation and get payments physically made before the end of the fiscal year. This makes even the June 15 date difficult for MPS. Mr. Valent pointed out that MPS had moved from a policy of requiring Title program requests as early as December in recent years. He noted that the district had tried working with schools to allow them to use current year funds up to the end of the fiscal year, and in spite of extraordinary efforts on the part of district employees, much of what was submitted at the end of the fiscal year was not able to be processed before June 30, 2006. The MPS Non-public School Title program office was directed not to allow late submission again in 2007. Private schools were informed of this in December of 2006. Finally, Mr. Valent pointed out that administrative decisions such as the deadline for provision of private school Title request documentation were not mandated topics for private school consultation and that the district would not be changing to a later date for the reasons indicated. 
b) A question was raised about the MPS requirement that ESEA Title program expenditures for allowable professional development for eligible private school employees would only be done as reimbursements to individuals. The questioner pointed out that some private school employees could not afford private expenditures, even if they would be reimbursed after completion. Mr. Valent said that the district was aware of this issue but because Title funds could not be expended for PD that was not completed, and because such expenses were incurred when such prepayments were allowed, the district could no longer use Title funds to prepay PD for private school staff members. He reiterated the districts reimbursements only policy. Note: reimbursements may never be made to private schools or affiliated agencies (such as parishes or PTAs) themselves. Private schools may not even provide PD funds to individuals in the expectation that they will use them for allowable PD, seek reimbursement from Title funds, then reimburse the private school or affiliated agency. The “loan” from the school would itself be a benefit of employment and MPS could not use Title funds to reimburse for something that was received as an employee benefit. Private schools should never make “well-meaning” attempts to circumvent this policy for cash and credit strapped individuals seeking participation in professional development activities for which ESEA Title program reimbursement will be requested. Any attempt to do so would be fraud, and liable for criminal prosecution. It would also jeopardize Title funds for all Milwaukee students, and potentially jeopardize ESEA Title program access for private school students across the country.
7) 10:30 Title III – ELL Updates (Deb Spotz, 475-8800)

a) A timeline for identification of private school students who are English Language Learners (ELL) was provided:

i) 3/14/07 -Schools interested in 07-08 Title III participation submit requests for assessments for English Language Learners by 4:00 PM to MPS Central Services, 5225 W. Vliet St., Room 142
ii) 3/28/07 - Title III assessment administration training for potential non-public school personnel, 8:00 to10:00 AM, MPS Central Services, 5225 W. Vliet St., Room 255-256
iii) 5/4/07 4:00 PM – End of Title III non-public school assessment window - Return assessment materials tests and ELL surveys to MPS Central Services, 5225 W. Vliet St., Room 142
iv) 5/30/07 - Title III Testing results for English Language Learners available
b) MPS is in ongoing conversations with the Wisconsin DPI over the possibility of having private schools participate in testing for ELL status during the window now mandated for public school students. MPS may have more to report on this issue in the next ESEA consultation. 

8) Title Ia - Service Provider Selection for 2007-2008 - Title Ia Service Provider Presentations – Postponed to a date to be determined
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