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September 1, 2006

To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting

Under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation), Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. Here are meeting details:

When: 
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Thursday, September 14, 2006

Where: 
Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.

ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children.

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children.

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services.

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider.

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services.

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used.

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children.

Finally, for your information, this year’s Title program calendar is included with this mailing. Please note important deadlines and training and consultation dates. Many important events will occur in September and October.

Title Program Consultation Meeting Agenda and Minutes
1. Welcome (Ed Valent 475-8122)

2. Milwaukee Non-public School 

a. Title Program Calendar: Training opportunities and deadlines 

i. Calendar events were discussed with emphasis on Title IV grant application deadlines.

ii. Non-public schools were encouraged to consider sending representatives to district sponsored Title program informational sessions
b. Email Listserv (to join, send email request to valentec@milwaukee.k12.wi.us) 

i. Schools were encouraged to have staff members become listserv members so that professional development opportunities might be communicated directly to them in a timely way.

ii. To submit multiple email addresses for membership, separate each address with a return in the email request.

c. Milwaukee Non-public School Steering Committee (Contact Helen Gillis – 288-0405)

i. This committee meets monthly during the school year to address public/private school issues of concern. They help set consultation agendas, consult on behalf of schools they represent between quarterly meetings, help spread word of Title program benefits, act as an additional sounding board for non-public school concerns.

ii. Steering committee meetings are open to additional non-public school representatives. Meeting times and places are published in the non-public school Title program calendar posted at the MPS non-public school web site: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html. Contact Ms. Gillis for more information.

3. Title IA

a. Procedures for computing non-public allocations

i. MPS:

1. Collects school poverty counts for Milwaukee resident students in grades K5 to age 17 along with all-enrolled counts 

2. Determines non-public equitable participation (EP) based upon the percentage of students in Title Ia count who are served by participating non-public schools.

3. Sets aside EP based upon district budgets for professional development, parental involvement and instruction. 

4. Provides additional administrative funds over and above EP to support Title Ia programs in participating non-public schools. 

ii. A chart was shown to illustrate effect of higher concentrations of low income students results in higher per pupil allocations in Title Ia: A “base value” per pupil is established for each student in a school that has a 100% concentration of students from low income families. For each low income student, each school gets the percent of the base value that matches the concentration of low income students in the school. 
b. Title Ia assessments: AGS GRADE and GMADE: results and accommodations

i. These tests are given to non-public school students getting Title Ia services at intake and at the end of the year.

ii. Non-public schools were asked to work with Title Ia service providers to facilitate start of year program initiation and testing. Discussed Title Ia parent consent, need for complete student eligibility information and established schedule for classes as well as possibility that some accommodations be made to facilitate start of year assessments. 

c. Request for Proposals for Title Ia service for Milwaukee non-public schools in 2007-2010

i. MPS RFP 534 has been released to seek non-public school Title Ia service providers in Milwaukee. A copy of the document is posted on the MPS web site.
ii. Non-public school review team members are being sought by MPS. Contact Ed Valent at 475-8122 or valentec@milwaukee.k12.wi.us if you are interested.

iii. The plan is to select service providers by December of 2006 have a Title Ia service provider selection period in January of 2007 for 07-08 school year services. 

4. Review of procedures and deadlines for making Title program requests: Titles IB, IIA, III, IV, V.

a. The “General Title Program Information” section of the Milwaukee non-public school web site was shown with documents for making requests briefly explained. 

b. Schools were encouraged have a representative attend one of the scheduled Title program informational sessions on the process.

c. It was explained that Title IB (Reading First) is not open to new participants and that Title IV has changed from an allocation model to a participation model. (Instead of having Title IV budgets established to allow access to approved programs, public and non-public schools will apply to participate in one of eight research based programs designed to address the goals of Title IV. This change was put into place based upon ongoing consultations that began in the 2005-2006 school year.
5. Title IID – (Anne Knackert, 438-3677) fall course offerings for non-public school staff members: visit www.enroll.milwaukee.k12.wi.us. 

a. Fall online and in person course offerings were discussed.

6. Title IV – New competitive process for Title IV participation (Dave Braby – 475-8057)

a. Public and non-public schools that would like to participate in one of eight research-based programs need to submit applications by September 29, 2006. Application forms and information are available at http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html#TitleIV. Non-public schools will be guaranteed participation in Title IV programs under equitable participation guidelines.  

b. Presentations on each program available under Title IV were given. 

c. The Title IV application process for 07-08 will take place in the spring.

7. Non-public School Title Program Site Visits in 2006-2007

a. Site visits will be conducted by Shannon Gordon, Joseph Brown, Reola Holloway and Ed Valent from MPS. 

b. The visits will share information about ESEA Title programs and do program compliance checks. Site visit checklist and notification letters are available at the non-public web site.
8. Other discussion of ESEA/IDEA consultation topics / Questions and Answers
a. How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children.
i. AGS GRADE and GMADE assessments are given to non-public school students to assess student needs in terms of academic achievement standards in most non-public schools, with exceptions made in schools where alternative achievement standards exist and schools request a different assessment instrument. Ongoing formative assessment of Title Ia student needs is conducted by Title Ia service providers.
b. What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children.
i. MPS offers a wide range of Title Ia services available under ESEA; including school day, before and after school and summer school instructional programs along with parental involvement programs for families of students currently receiving Title Ia services and professional development with a focus on the needs of Title Ia students for the non-public school teachers and aids who regularly work with students receiving Title Ia services.
ii. Additional ESEA Title program services include additional opportunities for professional development for non-public school staff members under guidelines of Titles Ib, IIa, IId, III, IV and V, The use of district supplied supplementary educational materials for student use is available under Titles Ib, III and V. 
c. How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services.

i. Decision making about delivery of services will be ongoing and done in consultation with Milwaukee non-pubic schools. 

d.  How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider.

i. MPS will provide services for eligible private school students under Title Ia through four contracted educational service providers or MPS teachers in 2006-2007. Services will generally be provided on site at participating non-public schools. Services will be available when public school students begin school in Milwaukee, but arrangements to provide service when private schools are in session will be made. Services may only commence when arrangements have been made to identify eligible students, schedules and locations for instruction are set up and parent consent for Title Ia participation is secured.
e. How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services.
i. MPS and its contracted service providers use multiple measures to assess and improve Title Ia services. AGS post tests, stakeholder surveys, evaluations of professional development and parental involvement activities, and service provider provided assessment tools are analyzed in annual evaluation reports. Data from program evaluations leads to ongoing improvement strategies that are implemented and described each year in a November Title Ia management reports.
f. The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.
i. See item 3c above for explanation of Title Ia process for determining funds. Under Titles IIa and V, equitable participation is determined by the percentage of students served in public and private schools. Students from low income families are double counted when these percentages are determined to factor need into calculations. Under Title III, student assessments determine English Language Learner status of students and funds are distributed based upon percentages of ELL students served in public and private schools. Under Titles IId and IV, non-public school equitable participation percentages are determined as they are under Titles IIa and V, but instead of providing individual school allocations, seats in professional development classes (under Title IId) or participation in Title IV programs are reserved for the percentage of non-public school teachers and schools determined by student counts. These methods for determining allocations were arrived at in MPS consultations with non-public schools.
g. The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used.

i. Milwaukee’s open enrollment policy and selection of specialty schools creates a situation where school demographics often do not reflect the attendance area of the school. Using the suggested method of tracing non-public school students back to public school attendance areas where they live would not provide a funding method that would accurately reflect student needs. MPS has engaged in consultations on this topic with both U.S. Department of Education officials and local non-public schools to develop an alternative data source to determine private school student needs. MPS gathers enrollment summary data from non-public schools that allows the district to apply the MPS formula for distributing funds among public schools to non-public participants as well. (School allocations depend on number and concentration of low income students in each school.)
h. The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children.

i. Under equitable participation (EP), MPS determines the percentage of low income Milwaukee resident students in grades K5 through age 17 that are served in Milwaukee non-public schools. Next, MPS develops annual Title Ia budgets for public school professional development (PD) and parental involvement (PI). Non-public schools are then assigned their EP percentage in PD and PI. Funds are then distributed to individual schools based upon number and concentration of low income students at schools. Contracts with Title Ia service providers specify the formula derived amounts to be spent for Title Ia PD and PI at each school. Service providers work directly with schools and families and teachers of Title Ia students to make decisions in a process to gauge needs, use resources and evaluate progress. 
9. Title III – Update on process for evaluating English Language Learners in non-public schools
a. Title III of ESEA/NCLB provides funds for supplementary educational materials and professional development to support English Language Learners (ELL) at schools with high ELL concentrations. To participate per Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction guidelines, schools must have:
i. Ten or more ELL students in the same language group in grades K5 to 3, or
ii. Twenty or more ELL students in the same language group in grades 4 to 8, or 
iii. Twenty or more ELL students in the same language group in grades 9 to 12 to qualify for funds for eligible students. 
b. Non-public schools are required to verify English Language Learner status of students in order to participate in Title III. Verification procedures were agreed to in consultation with participating non-public schools in 2005.
c. Non-public schools that express an interest in Title III participation will be mailed information about required ELL assessments and verification procedures during the 2006-2007 school year. A copy of that letter will be posted here: 
http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html#TitleIII
 Tentative plans call for Title III assessment of English Language Learners to take place in March of 2007 for the 2007-2008 school year.
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