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April 2, 2007

To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting

Under the U. S. Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. See attached agenda for information about the next MPS non-public school consultation meeting under ESEA and IDEA:

ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children
IDEA consultation topics include:
· The child find process and how parentally placed private school children suspected of having a disability can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of the process; 

· The determination of the proportionate amount of federal funds available to serve parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including the determination of how the amount was calculated;

· The consultation process among the school district, private school officials, and representatives of parents of parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including how the process will operate throughout the school year to ensure parentally placed private school children with disabilities identified through child find can meaningfully participate in special education and related services;

· How, where, and by whom special education services will be provided for parentally placed private school children with disabilities, including a discussion of types of services, including direct services and alternate service delivery mechanisms, how such services will be apportioned if funds are insufficient to serve all children, and how and when these decisions will be made; and
· How, if the school district disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of services or the types of services, whether provided directly or through contract, the school district will provide private school officials a written explanation of the reasons why the school district chose not to provide services directly or through a contract.

ESEA and IDEA Title Program Consultation Meeting Agenda

Thursday, April 19, 2007; 8:00 to 12:00

Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.

1) Welcome (Ed Valent 475-8122) and General Information (including information about opportunities for non-public school students to attend MPS summer schools)
a) The meeting notice listing of required topics for consultation under ESEA and IDEA was discussed. Participants were asked that participants consider raising any issues related to those items during the meeting today.

b) Private schools should expect a letter from the MPS Summer School office regarding summer school opportunities for private school students. MPS elementary programs will be focusing on providing support for struggling readers.
2) Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Consultation (Dare Boling 438-3413)
a) Current year service plan has underutilized speech and language services. 

i) Speech and language services to 150 private school students in K-12 at MPS sites

ii) Itinerant MPS special education teachers serve up to 45 students with disabilities in grades 1-6

b) February consultation discussed possibility of moving resources from speech and language services to itinerant services. MPS is pursuing the addition of an additional itinerant teacher in 07-08. This would allow itinerant service to about 15 more students and allow service to students in grades 1-7. Speech and language services will be offered for a smaller number of students closer to the numbers that have actually been served over the past two years.
c) Ms. Boling said that MPS needs the support of private school representatives to find and offer services to students who have already been identified as students with disabilities. She said that she should be notified when these students or possible new referrals were being considered.
3) Equitable Participation and Projections for Title Funding for 2007-2008 (Victor Brazil 475-8851 and Ed Valent))
a) Mr. Brazil introduced himself as the acting Title I coordinator for MPS and presented information about funding projections for 07-08. Milwaukee is expecting about a 5% increase in overall Title I funds for private schools. Most of the increase is anticipated for Title I instruction. Private schools may get a decrease in Title I funds for professional development. Level or slightly more funding is anticipated in Title IIa (professional development) funds. A small decrease is anticipated in Title III (English language learner) funds. Title V (supplementary educational materials or other innovative activities to support student achievement) will decrease by approximately 66%. 
b) Mr. Valent provided information about equitable participation under ESEA Title programs. 
i) Title Ia funds are provided in three categories: professional development, parental involvement and instruction. Private schools get a share of the money spent by the district in each category. The private school share is determined by comparing public and private school counts of low income Milwaukee resident students between K5 and age 17. In 07-08, Milwaukee private school equitable participation will rise from 16.559% to 19.2989%. 

ii) Titles IIA, IID, IV and V consider all students enrolled at schools located within the MPS district. Total enrollment is considered along with a need factor. In Milwaukee, relative need is determined by consideration of poverty in determining equitable participation: each student from a low income family is counted twice in “allocation enrollment” counts. Under Title IID and IV, the percentage of private school teachers and programs given access is guaranteed for numbers up to percentages of private school students served. Under Title IID, seats are held in approved Title IID courses make use of technological resources to deliver PD content relevant to educators. Under Title IV, private schools participate in research based programs designed to address safe and drug free school needs. Title IIa and Title V provide an equitable percentage of available funds that is then allocated to individual private schools. 

iii) Title III provides funds for English Language Learners (ELL) in schools where grade level concentrations of students in single language groups have been identified in testing that is now taking place. Private school students get a share of available funds based on the number of ELL students they serve.
4) Title IID –course offerings for non-public school staff members (Anne Knackert, 438-3677 or Tracy Harris, 438-3648) Spring and summer offerings are available. Participants were urged to visit the MPS Title IID website to sign up for these reimbursable 1 credit graduate courses.
5) Title IV - Grant application process for 07-08 (Dave Braby 475-8057) Mr. Braby urged private schools to consider submitting a Title IV grant application this spring. He noted that an April 30 meeting at the MPS Central Services Cafeteria will provide information about both the programs available and the grant application process. (See Title program calendar or call Mr. Braby for details). Mr. Braby also said that even private schools who do not participate in one of the research based programs may participate in any of the Title IV sponsored activities advertised on the MPS non-public school email listserv. 
6) Title IIA – Consideration of alternative models for equitable participation – Mr. Valent reported that the private school steering committee had been discussing alternative models of participation in Title IIA. Private school representatives shared some of the difficulties associated with current procedures (wait times for payments, problems with transitions from one funding year to the next, difficulties experienced by individuals who could not make initial outlays for reimbursable PD). Mr. Valent shared the fact that schools have not been spending entire Title IIA allocations. The steering committee wanted schools to consider participating in a study of alternatives to the current model. The steering committee was authorized to pursue the topic by nearly unanimous consent. 
7) Review of ESEA mandated consultation topics (See above) Private school representatives were invited to participate in the Title IIA study group and the DPI audit visit during the week of April 22. Interested parties should contact Ed Valent for more information. Other mandated topics were not raised by the group. 

8) Title III – ELL Updates (Deb Spotz, 475-8800). Schools convened to consider status of ELL assessments taking place this spring. Mr. Valent urged schools to complete testing as quickly as possible, and to turn in completed tests to Ms. Spotz as they were completed (and not to wait until all were done before submitting them).
9) Title I updates – Use of Title I funds, end of year surveys, testing and evaluation. Mr. Valent shared initial Title I survey results. The feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Title I testing and school based surveys will be taking place in May.
10) Title Ia –Service Provider Selection for 2007-2008 – 15 minute Title Ia Service Provider Presentations were made by Catapult Learning, Nonpublic Educational Services, Inc (NESI) and the Learning Exchange. Schools that are new to Title I or are considering a change in service providers or are curious about programs offered were invited to stay for this informational session. Service providers may be contacted after the meeting for more information. 
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