Milwaukee Private School ESEA Title Program Consultation Meeting Notice and Minutes 

September 13, 2007, 8:00 AM to Noon, MPS Central Services Auditorium
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Title Programs for Non-public Schools


(original meeting notice mailed 9-4-07)
To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting

Under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation), Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. Here are meeting details:

When: 
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Thursday, September 13, 2007 

Where: 
Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.

ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children.

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children.

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services.

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider.

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services.

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services.

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used.

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children.

Finally, for your information, this year’s Title program calendar is included with this mailing. Please note important deadlines and training and consultation dates. Many important events will occur in September and October. (Agenda attached to this meeting notice became the basis for the minutes below.)
78 private school representatives signed in for this consultation.
1. Welcome - Ed Valent (475-8122) 
a. Special notice on potential private school participation in Title III for 08-09 – Mr. Valent explained that new state requirements for Title III assessments made it necessary to contact all Milwaukee private schools to engage them about the testing program. Schools that will qualify for participation in 08-09 must begin the assessment process before the “Affirmation of Consultation” process for 08-09 participation this year. 
b. Mr. Valent pointed out that ESEA required consultation topics were printed on the meeting notices available as a handout (see bullet points above). He said that the district was ready to address any and all of the topics addressed at any time and pointed out that while there is an obligation to consult under the law, MPS is the Local Educational Agency (LEA) ultimately responsible for the legal and responsible use of funds under ESEA. He gave those present a few moments to review the meeting notice and address any questions related to them. He pointed out that the day’s agenda would address those points as they related to Milwaukee ESEA programs for private schools (see 9-13-06 meeting notes at http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/minutes.htm  for specific responses to each bullet point noted above). See Agenda Item 7 below for further discussion on consultation topics.
2. Milwaukee Non-public School 

a. Title Program Calendar: Training opportunities and deadlines – Mr. Valent reviewed the ESEA/IDEA calendar for private schools for 07-08. (See calendar). Contact Cheryl Golke (475-8892) to register for an upcoming training. Mr. Valent said that the trainings would be helpful even for those who had experience in work with ESEA Title programs, but that they would provide essential information for new ESEA participants and new school personnel who would coordinate ESEA related activities at their school.) 
b. Milwaukee Private School Email Listserv (to join, send email request to valentec@milwaukee.k12.wi.us) – Mr. Valent urged those present to encourage private school staff members to join the non-public listserv. Members get first hand information on ESEA/IDEA opportunities. To enroll multiple teachers at the same time, submit the email addresses separated by a return on your keyboard. (Later in the meeting, Mr. Valent encouraged those present to attend to this quickly so that they could get important information about opportunities under Title IID through the listserv after September 17.)
c. Milwaukee Non-public School Steering Committee: Contact Kanika Burks (288-8351) of the Institute for Transformation of Learning for more information. This committee meets monthly during the school year to address public/private school issues of concern. They help set consultation agendas, consult on behalf of schools they represent between quarterly meetings, help spread word of Title program benefits, act as an additional sounding board for non-public school concerns. Steering committee meetings are open to additional non-public school representatives. Meeting times and places are published in the non-public school Title program calendar posted at the MPS non-public school web site: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html. 
d. Procedures for computing non-public allocations – Mr. Valent described these steps:
i. Counts are done for Milwaukee resident students (no matter where they attend school) who are, 1) in grade K5 or higher 2) 17 or younger 3) from low income families in both public and private schools.

ii. Private school equitable participation is set by calculating the % of Milwaukee resident low income students counted in private schools.

iii. Individual school allocations are determined by a formula that provides a per pupil amount that is calculated for each school based upon the number and concentration of low income students in the school. Funds are only generated by students from low income families. 

e. Title Ia assessments: AGS GRADE and GMADE: results and accommodations – Mr. Valent noted that Title I service could not be provided until students were identified by local schools and schedules set. He also encouraged schools to support the Title I testing program by making accommodations as requested during the testing period.
3. Titles IB (Reading First), IIA (Professional Development), III (Support for English Language Learners), V (Innovative Programs)
a. Procedures for computing non-public allocations 
i. Under Title IIA and V, counts are done for 1) all students in grades k4 through 12 who are 2) attending schools that are physically located in the City of Milwaukee.  

ii. In previous consultations, MPS has agreed to use poverty as the ESEA required indicator of need. Students from low income families are counted twice to create an “allocation enrollment” when calculating both equitable participation and school allocations.

iii. Private school equitable participation is set by calculating the % of students counted in “allocation enrollments” who attend private schools.
iv. Individual school allocations are determined by dividing available funds by the total of all private school allocation enrollments to get a per pupil amount. That per pupil is then multiplied by the individual schools allocation enrollment to get that school’s allocation. 
v. Under Title IID and IV, private and public school allocation enrollment numbers are compared to calculate equitable participation. That % is applied to participation in programs sponsored by those Titles (Seats are saved in Title IID courses based on equitable participation, under Title IV, slots in research based programs are saved for private school applicants based upon equitable participation guidelines)
b. Review of procedures and deadlines for making Title program requests – Mr. Valent pointed out the January 31, 2008 deadline for submitting requests for purchases to MPS under any ESEA Title and the April 30 deadline for submitting requests for direct payments under any ESEA Title. Finally, he noted that documentation related to requests had to be complete and in the district’s hands by June 13, 2008 in order for current year ESEA funds to be used to make private school request related payments
4. Title IID Enhancing Education Through Technology 
a. Anne Knackert (438-3677) discussed fall course offerings for non-public school staff members: visit www.enroll.milwaukee.k12.wi.us.  These graduate level, online, one credit courses are available to public and private school teachers from schools that participate in Title IID. (Since participation does not hinge on previous year’s enrollment, even first year schools can take advantage of opportunities through Title IID.) 
b. Changes, new opportunities under Title IID for Milwaukee private schools – Title IID “mini-grant” professional development consortiums will be replaced by new in-service opportunities this year. Ms. Knackert pointed out that the new opportunities were designed to allow the district to make stronger links between professional development content and student achievement. In response to the large number of private school representatives who indicated that after school meetings would facilitate their ability to send representatives for the sessions outlined below, Ms. Knackert said that she would consult with Ms. Moga and Ms. Peters-Freeman on the possibility of offering sessions of the ITL Middle School Teacher professional development sessions after school hours. (Note:  After checking on this, it does not look like these sessions will be offered after school because we would have a problem with all MPS and nonpublic participants choosing this option for pay, rather than coming during the school day.  The daytime release of the ITL and the sub coverage by the principal is the “In Kind” support that the principals provide in order to participate in this program.)  Additional after school trainings will still be available, and the first group to know about these opportunities will be the ITL’s.  She noted that the activities planned had great potential for building capacity to address academic goals through effective uses of technology. 
i. Contact Neva Moga (438-3612) regarding Instructional Technology Leader (ITL) Meetings, where representative from each school will learn to focus on helping teachers successfully integrate and incorporate technology into curriculum. Ms. Knackert pointed out that dates for ITL meetings were posted on the private school ESEA calendar. She said that ITL meetings would not be “drop in” meetings, but that the expectation was that ITL's would attend the series of meetings this year. She said that the September 19, 2007 meeting (1:00 to 3:00 PM in the MPS Central Services Auditorium) would be of particular importance, featuring: Marc Prensky as the Keynote Speaker: 
"Engage or Enrage Me: Educating Today's Digital Native Learners" (no 
registration necessary) 
ii. Contact Nicol Peters-Freeman (438-3645) Title IID - middle school teacher Professional Development on using technology to advance math and reading goals (free, registration required). First meeting – October 10, 2007 at MPS Technology School Support Building, 6620 W. Capitol Dr., 2nd Floor. While slots are reserved for private school middle school teachers, Ms. Knackert said that there would be a limit to participation with this project and that schools should act quickly. 

(Contact Nicol for deadlines for registration)
iii. Contact Anne Knackert (438-3677) for the STAT (Six Traits And Technology) and STAT CAT  (Six Traits And Technology for Content Area Teachers)  these two programs have an application date of 9-19-07.  The applications and more information can be found by going to the MPS Portal and searching for “STAT” in the search box at the upper right.

5. Title IV – Information about Title IV grant process for 08-09 (Brett Fuller – 475-8057) Mr. Valent pointed out that Title IV grants for the 2008-2009 school year would need to be submitted after the winter break. He said that while private school recipients were already working with the district to put research based programs into action at their schools, some Safe and Drug Free Schools opportunities were extended to non-grant recipients during the school year. He noted that such opportunities would generally be communicated through the non-public email listserv.
6. Non-public School Title Program Site Visits in 2007-2008 – Mr. Valent said that MPS personnel will do private school site visits to about 20% of Milwaukee private school ESEA participants this year.  He noted that the district would do Title I classroom observations when and where possible and spend from 30 to 90 minutes with school administrators to go through a checklist of items designed to ensure ESEA compliance and to inform private school officials about the possibilities for eligible students under ESEA programs. He said that the visits are arranged by phone and confirmed by letter. If schools would like such a visit this year, they should contact the Title I office at 475-8892.
7. Other discussion of ESEA/IDEA consultation topics / Questions and Answers – Mr. Valent addressed questions on the annual “Verification of Consultation” period. During this time, MPS sends letters via certified mail (receipt signature required) to all private schools in the district. The letters allow schools to indicate that the district is engaged in ongoing consultation on ESEA topics and also act as the way that private schools inform the district of their intention to participate in particular ESEA Title programs in the coming year. It was pointed out that private schools may only participate in ESEA programs if they respond affirmatively in relation to those programs in the annual Verification. Because participation in many ESEA programs is based upon formulas that require enrollment and poverty information, MPS will require an enrollment count on November 30 this year. This count must be taken for public and private schools on the same day. The suggestion was made that it would be more convenient to do this count on the third Friday of the first or second semester because such counts are already done at many private schools. Mr. Valent explained that the third Friday of the second semester came too late for the district to compile numbers and still be able to use current year figures in calculations. He pointed out that the first semester count came too early in the year form MPS to have gathered accurate poverty information that was required to determine ESEA allocations. 
8. Title III – Vital information on Title III assessment schedule – See attached documents
a. Robin Rivas (475-8732) and Deb Spotz (475-8800) met with private schools who currently participate in Title III and one additional school that is considering participation in 08-09. They discussed the timeline for Title III assessment and provided information to each school (via Excel file on floppy disc or email attachment) about students who were identified through the WAPT screening test last spring. Schools will need to update information in their files and return it to Ms. Spotz by 4:00 on October 12, 2007 (see attachments for details). Grade level information will need to be updated and students who are no longer attending the school will need to be deleted. New students from each school who are identified in WAPT screening this fall will be added to the school list by MPS and the school list will be used to order ACCESS tests that will be used to identify English Language Learners. Schools were encouraged to contact Ms. Spotz before testing with the WAPT screener to see if new students had taken the screener in the past before testing (while the ACCESS will be administered annually, the WAPT screener need only be given once in a student’s lifetime). 
b. Schools were told to anticipate a lengthy testing process and told that the test had to be administered by certified personnel only. Ms. Rivas said that schools could contact her it new schools or personnel needed training or materials for test administration this year. She said that she would arrange such training. 
c. A discussion on the costs vs. the benefits of Title III participation ensued. In Milwaukee, there is a $25 per student cost for the ACCESS test, which takes about 2.5 hours to administer including portions that must me administered individually. Additionally, there are costs associated with WAPT test administration. Some schools hire additional personnel and all must stop instruction to get the test administered. Lost instructional time for students and teachers does not have a dollar value attached, but since per pupil test and personnel costs related to WAPT and ACCESS assessments add up to nearly the per pupil amount that is generated by each student identified (and not all of those screened or tested do generate per pupil amounts), the value of participation was questioned. Ms. Rivas pointed out that test generated diagnostic information might assist schools in their work with students tested. The conversation ended with the comment that each school needed to weigh costs vs. benefits to make a decision on continued participation. 
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