ESEA Title Program Consultation Meeting Notice and Minutes
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August 6, 2008
To: Non-public schools participating in Title Programs for eligible City of Milwaukee resident students

Re: Title Program Consultation Meeting
Under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, now commonly referred to as “No Child Left Behind” legislation), Milwaukee Public Schools is required to engage in consultations on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school students to participate equitably in Title programs. Any non-public school serving City of Milwaukee resident students may attend these consultation meetings, even if they are not currently participating in Title programs with the district. Here are meeting details:
When: 
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Where: 
Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.
ESEA consultation topics include:

· How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children

· What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children

· How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services

· How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider

· How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services

· The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services

· The method or sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used

· The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Tuesday, September 9, 2008
Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services Auditorium, 5225 W. Vliet St.
1) Welcome (Phyllis Anderson, Title I Coordinator, 773-9820 and Stephanie Jones, acting ESEA Program Supervisor assigned to non-public school programs, 475-8122) 
a) Milwaukee Non-public School Program Calendar:  Training opportunities and deadline – Call Ms. Rivera at 475-8892 to register for Title program informational sessions. Watch this web site for updates: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html Ms. Jones pointed out changes on the calendar and new procedures for stipend requests
b) Milwaukee Private School Email Listserv - Ed Valent, retired MPS supervisor, assisted with this meeting to help in the transition to new district staff members. He urged private school representatives to have staff members added to listserv so that they will have direct access to information about opportunities available to them. (To join, send email request to jonessj@milwaukee.k12.wi.us or riveraw@milwaukee.k12.wi.us. When sending requests for many people, include the email address for each individual on a separate line.)
c) Milwaukee Non-public School Steering Committee: Regular opportunities for private school input on ESEA/IDEA issues. This group, also known as the Religious and Independent School Advisory Committee (RISAC) once a month, every 2nd Wednesday at MPS Central Office. Marquette University’s Center for Transformation of Learning, Catholic, Lutheran, Choice and other independent schools are represented on this committee. This group engages in ongoing consultation with MPS on issues related to public and private school cooperation. Meetings are public and open to all. RISAC may be contacted by private school officials with concerns about relationship issues with MPS. Contact Kanika Burks at 288-8351 for more information. 
2) Title IA Improving Academic Achievement through instruction, professional development and parental involvement – Mr. Valent urged those in attendance to attend Title Program trainings over the next several weeks. 

a) Procedures for computing non-public allocations
i)  Mr. Valent noted that Milwaukee private schools are surveyed to determine the number of low income, Milwaukee resident students from K5 to age 17 are attending the school. Equitable participation in Title Ia is determined by computing the percentage of such students who attend private schools. 
ii) The Equitable Participation percentage is applied to funds set aside for instruction, professional development and parental involvement and funds for program administration are added to those amounts.

iii) Individual school allocations are determined by multiplying the number of eligible low income students times the percentage of low income students in the school times the amount of funds that would be allocated for a student if the school had 100% poverty. 

b) Title IA assessments: AGS GRADE and GMADE: results and accommodations
i) Work with provider to get testing done
ii) Providers should share testing data with private school staff and Title I parents. Other assessment information should also be available from the Title I service provider
3) Titles IB (Reading First), IIA (Professional Development), III (Support for English Language Learners)

a) Procedures for computing non-public allocations 
i) MPS surveys to determine number of students enrolled in grades K4 to 12 in schools located in Milwaukee. It also surveys to determine the number of those students who are from low income families. Those totals are compared to public school totals to determine equitable participation for Title IIa, IId, and IV. Private schools get allocations or access to programs in proportion to need and the percentage of students being served by private schools. 
ii) Under Title III, private school students are determined to be “English Language Learners” (ELL) based upon results of a state sponsored test. The percentage of ELL students served in private schools determines the percentage of Title III funds to be set aside for private schools.

iii) Under Title IIa and III, a per pupil amount is determined by dividing the relevant enrollment numbers for each private school into the amount available for all private schools. The school gets that per pupil amount for every eligible student. 
iv) Under Titles IId and IV, private schools participate in available programs in proportion to the percentage of students served. Allocations are not provided.
b) Review of procedures and deadlines for making Title program requests
i) Mr. Valent noted that private schools were being asked to submit tax information for staff members for whom taxable stipends would be paid under Title IIa, III and Reading First. This year, schools will be asked to submit the information on a form provided by MPS on or before October 17, 2008. The form may be found at: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Downloads/StipendPaymentsMultipleEvents0809.xls Mr. Valent spent some time explaining how the form would work and urged schools to attend the Title program trainings for more information.

ii) Mr. Valent noted that new Title program request forms for 08-09 are now available at the non-public school web site.

iii) Mr. Valent pointed out deadlines for submission of requests for purchases (1-30-08), submission of requests for the 08-09 school year (5-22-09) and for completion of all activities and submission of all related documentation for use of current year funds (6-7-09). He noted that Title funds could still be used for events after that date, but that 09-10 funds would have to be used for such events. 
4) Title IID Enhancing Education Through Technology – Mr. Valent stated that private schools must sign up for TIID each year during the Affirmation of Consultation period to be eligible.
a) Instructional Technology Leadership Opportunities – Neva Moga (438-3612), 
(1) Private Schools may have “Instructional Tech Leaders” participate in ongoing professional development around effective uses of tech to promote academics
(2)  Participants may have access to “mini-grants” to provide school-specific professional development at their school site. 

b)
Enhancing Ed through tech (EETT) for grade 6 teachers – 6 days of PD – all are required for participants.  “EETT” Tech opportunities for 6th grade teachers – Nicol Peters-Freeman (438-3645) – 6th grade teachers get ongoing assistance in use of instructional technologies to support student achievement. Each participant gets a laptop and digital projector to use at their school while they participated.  

c)
Future of Title IID Graduate Courses  in era of reduced Title IID funding – Consultation on options. Mr. Valent noted that Title IId funds had been decreasing and that the district would be engaging private schools as changes in program offerings were being considered. Online courses – Watch non-public listserv for information about fall courses. To enroll, go to: http://enroll.milwaukee.k12.wi.us and follow this path: STAFF DEVELOPMENT /INSTRUCTECH /  COURSESLISTED. Individual teachers register and pay for these courses themselves. Students are reimbursed for tuition payments if they earn an A or B in the courses.
5) Title IV – Information about Title IV grant process for 09-10 (Brett Fuller – 475-8057) – Mr. Fuller said that private schools could apply to participate in one of six research-based programs designed to address Safe and Drug Free Schools goals. Grant materials will be available at: http://wellnessandpreventionoffice.org/  early in 2009. Current participants and interested parties were invited to attend a school year kick off event on 9/24/2008 from 4 to 6 PM in the MPS Central Services Auditorium. Mr. Fuller noted that Title IV funding had been decreasing and that the district had reduced the number of supported programs from eight to six and had reduced the number of participating schools to address reductions. 
6) Non-public School Title Program Site Visits in 2008-2009 - Mr. Valent explained visits are to share information about Title programs and invited schools to contact Ms. Jones if they wanted to have a site visit arranged.
7) Other discussion of ESEA/IDEA consultation topics / Questions and Answers
a) How MPS will identify the needs of Title I eligible private school children – Mr. Valent noted that MPS uses GRADE and GMADE standardized assessments along with formative assessment tools provided by Title I service providers. He said that the range of approaches to needs-identification included consultation with private school staff members and Title I parents. 
b) What services MPS will offer to eligible private school children – MPS offers the range of services allowed under ESEA. This includes school day service, before and after school and summer service, instruction, counseling, professional development and parental involvement services. 
c) How and when MPS will make decisions about the delivery of services – MPS has engaged in ongoing consultation around mandated ESEA topics over the past several years. When changes that might affect programs in private schools, then private school stakeholders are brought into the decision making process. 
d) How, where and by whom MPS will provide services to eligible private school children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of Title I services through a contract with a third-party provider – MPS does provide services through third party providers per the consultation request of local private schools. Most services are provided at local school sites at times arranged in consultation with those schools. 
e) How MPS will assess academically the Title I services to eligible private school children in accordance with §200.10 and how MPS will use the results of that assessment to improve Title I services. – Each Title I service provider provides and annual evaluation report on Title Ia services. These reports include analysis of test, stakeholder survey, student performance, attendance, professional development and parental involvement programs. Each year, service providers use evaluation results to analyze programs and set goals and strategies for the coming school year. The improvement plans are contained in a November Management Report each year. 
f) The size and scope of the equitable services that MPS will provide to eligible private school children and, consistent with §200.64, the proportion of funds that will be allocated to provide these services. MPS provides funds based upon the percentage of eligible students served in private schools under Title Ia. 
g) The method of sources of data that MPS will use under §200.78 to determine the number of private school children from low income families residing in participating public school, attendance areas, including whether MPS will extrapolate data, if a survey is used – MPS collects school poverty data from participating private schools and uses that data to calculate equitable participation and to determine individual school allocations. 
h) The equitable services MPS will provide to teachers and families of participating private school children – Allocations for professional development and parental involvement are determined by providing a percentage of funds budgeted in each category based upon the percentage of eligible students attending participating private schools. MPS consults with individual school stakeholders about the services to be offered in each category. 
8) Title III – Vital information on Title III assessment schedule (Robin Rivas 475-8732 and Deb Spotz 475-8800) – Ms. Rivas noted that private schools needed to act very quickly to qualify students for this year’s ACCESS testing. The W-APT test is used to qualify students as English Language Learners. She noted that Home Language Surveys and W-APT test information had to be turned in to MPS by September 26 in order to have students eligible for ACCESS testing this year. She pointed out training dates for ACCESS test administrators and said that only certified teachers could administer the test, and only after being trained in test administration and having passed an online certification test. She encouraged participants and those considering participation to contact her with questions. She noted that the information provided in handouts would be available at: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html#TitleIII. Mr. Valent noted that any school that wanted to participate in Title III testing needed to work very quickly to do so. He added that schools would have to have ACCESS results for qualifying numbers of students this year in order to qualify for funds in 09-10. 
StephanieJones, Acting Title Program Supervisor
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