Milwaukee Public Schools Characteristics of a High Performing Urban Classroom Learning Walk Data Sheet


	Observer:
	
	Location:
	
	Date:
	

	Category
	Evidence
	Rating
	Prompt

	Active Engagement of Student Learners
	Students Using Critical Thinking 
	
	Place and X to indicate what students are doing. Choose the predominant pattern of student engagement observed. If students are predominantly doing Analysis, Synthesis, or Evaluation, the class is coded as critical thinking. Otherwise, the coder must decide if the class is predominantly teacher led, a worksheet/video, or disengaged.

	
	Teacher Led Instruction 
	
	

	
	Worksheets/Video/Practice (LL) 
	
	

	
	Disengagement
	
	

	
	Bloom ’s Levels Addressed
	E
	S
	E=Evaluation, S=Synthesis, An=Analysis, Ap=Application, C=Comprehension, K=Knowledge

Circle all observed.

	
	
	An
	Ap
	

	
	
	C
	K
	

	
	Discipline Disruptions
	Y     N
	Did you observe classroom disruptions that interfered with instruction? For Y N cells, Y=Yes, N=No.

	

	Cultural Responsiveness
	Teacher’s voice is respectful 
	Y     N
	Was the teacher’s voice respectful? (Not yelling or blaming)

	
	Respect evident by students
	Y     N
	Were the students respectful?

	
	Culturally Relevant Materials
	
	Place and X to indicate that you observed materials that were culturally relevant to the students in the classroom.

	
	Background is used to connect curriculum
	
	Place and X to indicate that you observed the teacher connect the material/curriculum to the material.

	

	High Expectations Based Upon Learning Targets
	Goal/Objective Evident
	Y     N
	Was the goal of the lesson stated in “student- friendly” terms?

	
	Evidence that work is aligned to learning target.
	Y     N
	Could you identify what learning target was being addressed?

	
	Student work on or above grade level.
	Y     N
	Was the work that the students were doing at or above grade level?

	
	All students are expected to be on task.
	Y     N
	Were all of the students expected to be on task? Did the teacher re-direct students not on task?

	
	All students held accountable.
	Y     N
	Were all of the students expected to participate? Did the teacher wait for all the students to know what they thought the answer was? Did the teacher check for understanding from all students before moving on?

	
	If substitute is present – lesson plans are available.
	Y     N
	If a substitute was present, were their lessons plans and activities for the students and teacher?



	
	
	
	

	Strategic Instructional Choices
	1. Identifying Similarities & Differences
	
	Place an X next to any of the Marzano “Big 10” strategies that you observed.

	
	2. Summarizing & Note Taking
	
	

	
	3. Reinforcing Effort & Providing Recognition
	
	

	
	4. Homework & Practice
	
	

	
	5. Nonlinguistic Representation
	
	

	
	6. Cooperative Learning
	
	

	
	7. Setting Objectives & Providing Feedback
	
	

	
	8. Generating &Testing Hypotheses
	
	

	
	9. Questions, Cues & Advanced Organizers
	
	

	
	10. Wait Time (5-7 sec)
	
	

	
	School Emphasis:
	
	Place an X if the school has a strategy that is their focus and you observed it.

	
	Other:
	
	Place an X if you observed another instructional strategy in use? Worksheet? Lecture? Video? The collection here will usually be a strategy the school is trying to decrease in use.

	
	Instructional Planning Evident
	Y     N
	Was planning evident? Materials ready, transitions planned, etc.

	
	Use of technology
	Y     N
	Were computers, digital cameras, etc in use?

	Routine Use of a Variety of Assessments
	Performance 
	
	If students are being assessed, place an X next to each type of assessment being used. 

	
	Short Answer 
	
	

	
	Constructive Response 
	
	

	
	Multiple Choice 
	
	

	
	Fill in the Blank 
	
	

	
	Matching 
	
	

	
	Project 
	
	

	
	Essay 
	
	

	
	Specific Praise Given
	
	Place an X if you heard the teacher give specific or descriptive praise.

	
	
	
	

	Partners with Families & Communities
	Evidence of families or community resources 

What?
	
	Place an X if you saw evidence of the community participating in the learning.

	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with Colleagues
	Evidence of Collaboration 

What?
	
	Place an X if you saw evidence of the community participating in the learning.

	
	If 2 or more adults are in the room, are all the adults engaged in supporting student learning?
	Y     N
	This is especially critical in SAGE and inclusion classes. Where 2 teachers work together. Both should be involved in supporting learning. Classes where teachers and educational assistants work together should also be given a code in this area.

	
	
	
	

	Impassioned Engaged Adult Learners
	Positive attitude evident
	Y     N
	Did you observe a positive attitude on the part of the teacher?
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