
	[image: image1.wmf]
	MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Department of Special Services



	


	DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS TO FIND, IDENTIFY AND EVALUATE

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS



	A STUDENT WITH SPECIAL

NEEDS
	Any child between the ages of 3 and 21 who has a mental, physical, emotional or learning disability who requires special educational services in order to benefit from the general education curriculum.

Any child under 3 years of age with any of the suspected disabilities listed above may be referred to the school district for consultation and assistance in locating appropriate resources.



	DESCRIPTION OF CRITERIA FOR DISABILITY AREAS



	AUTISM
	Autism is a developmental disability, significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three that adversely affects educational performance.  Characteristics of autism include irregularities and impairments in communication, engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines and unusual response to sensory experiences.



	COGNITIVE

DISABILITY
	A Cognitive Disability is characterized by intellectual, adaptive, and 

academic functioning that is significantly below age expectations



	EMOTIONAL

BEHAVIORAL

DISABILITY
	An Emotional Behavioral Disability is emotional, social, and behavioral functioning that so departs from generally accepted age-appropriate ethnic or cultural norms that it adversely affects a child's academic progress, social relationships, personal adjustment, classroom adjustment, self-care or vocational skills.



	HEARING

IMPAIRMENT
	Hearing Impairment is a significant loss in hearing acuity that affects the normal development of language and is a medically irreversible condition.



	ORTHOPEDIC

IMPAIRMENT
	Orthopedic Impairment is a physical defect, organic condition, or other physical condition that restricts normal opportunity for education.



	OTHER HEALTH 

IMPAIRMENT
	Other Health Impairment means having limited strength, vitality, or alertness that is due to chronic or acute health problems and adversely affects a child’s educational performance.



	SIGNIFICANT

DEVELOPMENTAL

DELAY
	Significant Developmental Delay (SDD) describes a child (ages 3, 4, or 5 years of age) who is experiencing significant delays in two or more areas of the following:  physical, cognitive, communication, social-emotional, or adaptive development.



	SPECIFIC

LEARNING

DISABILITIES


	A Specific Learning Disability is characterized by a significant learning problem that is due to difficulties with information processing and that affects the ability to listen, reason, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations despite appropriate instruction in the general education curriculum.



	SPEECH AND

LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT
	Speech and Language Impairment is a significant delay in the area(s) of intelligibility, voice, fluency, and/or oral communication skills that interfere with educational progress or social development. 


	TRAUMATIC

BRAIN INJURY
	Traumatic Brain Injury means an injury to the brain caused by an external physical force resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial maladjustment that adversely affects educational performance.  This does not include brain injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or brain injuries that occur before birth.



	VISUAL

IMPAIRMENT
	Visual Impairment is characterized by significantly impaired functional vision that interferes with the ability to access information visually in the educational setting.  A visual impairment is determined by medical examination by an ophthalmologist or optometrist.



	WHAT IS THE IEP TEAM PROCESS?



	IEP TEAM
	An IEP Team or INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM TEAM is a group of people with expertise in various educational and disability areas that formally evaluate children with suspected special educational needs.  The IEP Team is composed of a special education teacher who has recent and extensive training in the area of the suspected disability, a regular education teacher, a representative of the school district who is qualified to supervise or provide special education services and is knowledgeable about resources available, a parent and the student, when appropriate.  Other professionals skilled in assessment or familiar with the child may also serve on the team.  



	EVALUATION

CONSENT
	When the school district receives a referral, the parent is notified of the start of an initial evaluation.  The parent/legal guardian or the adult student must be fully advised of the IEP Team process and of all legal rights.  The IEP Team reviews available information about the child, and with the parent's input, decides if additional evaluation or testing is required.  The school district must notify the parent of this decision within 15 business days of receiving the referral. If testing is required, written parental consent must be obtained before the educational assessment (IEP Team evaluation) can continue.  The IEP Team meeting to determine if a child has a special education need must be completed within 60 calendar days after the school district receives the written consent to evaluate.  Consent must be obtained from an adult student unless the parent/guardian has legally retained guardianship.  


	IEP TEAM

ACTIVITIES
	It is a task of the IEP Team to determine if a child has a special education need, to develop an appropriate Individual Educational Program (IEP) for the child, and to make a placement offer.  Throughout the IEP Team process, the parent is a partner in all decisions.  Parents are encouraged to ask questions about the findings and recommendations.  If it is found that the child requires special education services, an individual educational program (IEP) is developed.  Special education services and related services (if appropriate) will be explained and offered to the parent.



	PARENT CONSENT

FOR SERVICES
	Written consent by the parent/legal guardian is required before the student can receive special education services.  


	WHAT IS AN IEP?
	

	If a child is determined to be eligible for special education services, the IEP Team, including the parent, develops a written plan called the Individual Education Plan (IEP).  The IEP must be reviewed at least once per year and progress reports must be provided to parents at a frequency determined by the IEP team.  This plan includes:


	REQUIRED

ELEMENTS

OF AN IEP
	A.
A statement of the child’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance, including how the child’s disability affects the child’s involvement and progress in the general curriculum or, for a preschool child, as appropriate, how the disability affects the child’s participation in appropriate activities.



	
	B.
A statement of measurable annual goals for the child, including benchmarks or short-term objectives if the child does not take the standard state-wide assessments, related to meeting the child’s needs that result from the child’s disability to enable the child to be involved in and progress in the general curriculum, and to meeting each of the child’s other educational needs that result from the child’s disability.



	
	C.
A statement of the special education and related services and supplementary aids and services to be provided to the child, or on behalf of the child, and a statement of the program modifications or supports for school personnel that will be provided for the child to do all of the following:

1.
Advance appropriately toward the annual goals.

2.
Be involved and progress in the general curriculum in accordance with paragraph [A] and participate in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities.



	
	D.
An explanation of the extent to which the child will not participate with non-disabled children in regular classes, in the general curriculum, and in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities.



	
	E.
A statement of any individual modifications in the administration of any statewide or district-wide assessment of pupil achievement that are needed for the child to participate in the assessment.



	
	F.
The projected date for the beginning of the services and modifications described in paragraph [C] and the anticipated frequency, location, and duration of those service modifications.



	
	G.
Beginning when the child attains the age of 14, and annually thereafter until the child is no longer eligible for special education and related services, a statement identifying post-secondary goals in the areas of education/training, employment and, if appropriate, independent living, the transition services needed to help the child attain the post-secondary goals, and the courses of study needed to prepare the child for a successful transition to his or her goals for life after secondary school, such as participation in advanced placement courses or a vocational education program.

 

	
	H.
A statement of all of the following:

1.
How the child’s progress toward the annual goals described in paragraph [B] will be measured.

2.
When the child’s parents will of their child’s progress toward the annual goals and the extent to which that progress is sufficient to enable the child to achieve the goals by the end of the effective period of the individual education program.
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