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September 4, 2007

Important Notice for Milwaukee Private Schools with Significant Numbers of Students Who Are English Language Learners

The State of Wisconsin now requires any public or private school that wants to participate in programs for English Language Learners (ELL) under Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to qualify for funding by participating in the Wisconsin ELL assessments during a state mandated testing window. Because that testing window precedes the period when MPS seeks private school participation in ESEA Title programs, it is important for schools that may qualify for Title III support to begin the identification process now. To participate in Title III per Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction guidelines, schools must have identified:
1. Ten or more ELL students in the same language group in grades K5 to 3, or 

2. Twenty or more ELL students in the same language group in grades 4 to 8, or 

3. Twenty or more ELL students in the same language group in grades 9 to 12 to qualify for funds for eligible students. 

In order to be included in ELL counts, students need to have been identified in the state mandated testing process. If your school is not currently participating in Title III funding under ESEA, but you think that you have the requisite number of English Language Learners to qualify for the 2008-2009 school year, you need to take immediate action. Current Milwaukee private school Title III participants began this process in the spring and will need to continue with state required tests this fall to qualify again for 2008-2009. Both current and prospective Title III participants should have a representative attend the ESEA consultation meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 13 to learn more about the process. (See reverse side of this notice for meeting details.)

This year, Milwaukee private school ELL students at qualifying schools generate a per pupil allocation of $111.92 which can be used to support academic achievement of ELL students through MPS purchases of supplementary educational materials or professional development services designed to promote the ability of private school teachers of ELL students to improve achievement for those students

If you are interested in taking part in ELL assessments this fall in order to participate in Title III in the 2008-2009 school year, you need to attend the September 13 meeting or take this step now:
Contact Robin Rivas of the MPS Title III office at 475-8732 to get more information about required assessment procedures. 

Schools that have not completed the initial screening with the WAPT before the October 12, 2007 deadline will not be eligible for Title III participation in 2008-2009. There is very little time to act, and before this deadline, required Home Language Surveys must be completed and signed by test participants’ parents or guardians, test administration training must be attended by qualified private school personnel, and the time consuming test must be administered by the private school.
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	MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Division of Bilingual Multicultural Education


MEMORANDUM

September 13, 2007

TO:

Milwaukee Private Schools Title III Coordinator


FROM:
Robin Rivas



Curriculum Specialist

ESL and Foreign Languages

RE:

Timeline 

The State of Wisconsin now requires any public or private school that wants to participate in programs for English Language Learners (ELL) under Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to qualify for funding by participating in the Wisconsin ELL assessments during a state mandated testing window. I am the contact person in the Division of Bilingual Multicultural Education in Milwaukee Public Schools (along with Ed Valent) who has been designated to help you through this process.

Attached is a timeline of events which you will need to adhere to in order to qualify, identify and facilitate assessments for eligible students under Title III. Please do not hesitate to call me with any questions or concerns regarding these activities at 475-8732.

Sincerely, 

_________________________

Robin Rivas

Curriculum Specialist, ESL 

And Foreign Languages

Cc:
Ivy Covert


Debra Spotz


Ed Valent

ACCESS for ELLs Timeline 2007-2008 Events for 2008-2009 Participation

	Date
	Event
	Due Date
	Special Instructions

	September 4, 2007
	US Mail Notice to all Milwaukee Private Schools 
	
	Wisconsin requirements for testing related to eligibility for Title III participation in 2008-2009 were outlined.

	September to

October 12th
	Identify new potential ELLs using the Home Language Survey.
	Turn into Deb Spotz, room 142 Central Services, by 4:00 October 12th.
	Contact Ms. Spotz with questions at 475-8800. Survey available at: http://www2.milwaukee.k12.wi.us/title_i/Web_Pages/non-public.html#TitleIII 

	September to

October 12th
	Administer the W-APT (ACCESS Screener) to any potential ELL who does not already have a proficiency level.
	Turn into Deb Spotz, room 142 Central Services, by 4:00 October 12th.


	Note: no W-APT will be scored without completed Home Language Survey included

	September 13th
	Private School Consultation Meeting to discuss Title III assessment calendar. 
	Turn into Deb Spotz, room 142 Central Services, by 4:00 October 12th. MPS will add information for students who qualify for ACCESS this fall.
	Update Preliminary ACCESS Database (for Title III participating schools who did W-APT Testing during the 06-07 school year) 

· Delete students who have left the school

· Update grade levels and demographic information

	November 15th
	ACCESS for ELLs Face to Face Training
MPS School Technology Support Building

6620 W. Capitol Dr.

Rm. 203

1:00-3:00
	
	Any person giving the ACCESS for ELLs Assessment must be a certified test administrator. Please call 475-8732 to pre-register or for other options.

	December 4th to February 14th, 2008
	Tentative ACCESS for ELLs Assessment Window
	
	Directions Forthcoming
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