How does an LEA collect poverty data on private school children? (from USED Title I guidance, October 2003 – updated with 07-08 F/R lunch income guidelines).

Section 1120(c)(1) of the Title I statute and §200.78(2) of the regulations allow an LEA to calculate the number of children who are from low-income families and attend private schools in several ways:   

1. Using the same measure of poverty.  If available, an LEA should use the same measure of poverty used to count public school children, e.g., free and reduced price lunch data.

2. Using comparable poverty data from a survey and allowing such survey results to be extrapolated if complete actual data are unavailable.
a. In order to obtain the number of private school children from low-income families, an LEA may use a survey to obtain poverty data comparable to those used for public school students.  To the extent possible, the survey must protect the identity of families of private school students.  The only information necessary for an LEA to collect in such a survey of private school children is- -

(1) geographic information verifying residence in a participating public school attendance area;

(2) grade level of each child; and

(3) income level of parents.


An LEA should not require that the private school officials give the names of low-income families.  

EXAMPLES OF GOOD SURVEY PRACTICES:

Surveys yielding good data have some common characteristics.  The survey itself should be simple and understood by parents, including parents with limited knowledge of English.  Letters of explanation are sent to principals, and meetings are held with them to explain the necessity and importance of the survey.  Principals are encouraged to meet with the parents and then distribute the surveys.  After a period of time has lapsed, during which the surveys should have been received, the principals begin to follow up with those parents who have not returned the surveys.  Parents are assured to the extent possible that the completed individual survey forms will be kept in confidence at the private school.  

One school district finds that sensitive data, such as income level, are most easily collected when the families providing the data feel that their privacy is being protected.  For this reason they use only a numbering system to identify the families and do not require any names on the form.  Each principal is given a copy of the form and instructed to number the forms and keep a log.  Parents are informed that their names will only be matched to the numbers if they do not return the form (i.e., in order to contact them).  Printed at the bottom of the form is "This form has been numbered to protect your privacy.  Once we receive the information requested, any linking of this number to your family's name will be kept in strict confidence."

Example of survey may be found below.

SURVEY FORM
LEA SAMPLE FORM for Use by Private School Officials*

The purpose of this survey is to collect data that will be used to determine the amount of funds available for the public school district to provide Title I services to eligible students in our school.  Determining the number of our students, by public school district of residence, who would qualify for free and reduced-price lunches, accomplishes this.  The information requested below is confidential.  It is not necessary to provide family names.

A.  Find your family size and look at the annual gross income level listed beside it on the chart printed below.

	U. S. Department of Agriculture Income Guidelines for Free / Reduced School Meals

(2009-2010)
Information from http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/howtoapply/incomeguidelines.htm

	# in household
	Household Income

	
	Monthly
	Annual

	1
	$1,670
	$20,036

	2
	2,247
	26,955

	3
	2,823
	33,874

	4
	3,400
	40,793

	5
	3,976
	47,712

	6
	4,553
	54,631

	7
	5,130
	61,550

	8
	5,706
	68,469

	Add for each additional:
	+577
	+$6,919


· If you are paid on a weekly or monthly basis, please multiply that amount by the number of weeks or months actually worked each year to determine your “Annual Gross Income.”
	B.
	Is your family income less than the amount on the chart on the line beside your family size?
	_____yes

_____no

	C.  
	Is your family eligible for food stamps?

	_____yes

_____no

	D.  
	Are you receiving Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) Assistance?


(Formerly AFDC or Public Assistance)
	_____yes

_____no

	E.
	Please provide the following information:
	


Address:______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Public school district in which you reside:___________________________________________________

Grade levels of your children:_____________________________________________________________       

*This is not an official Department of Education document.  It is provided only as an example.
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